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Foreword

Abkhazia is the most painful issue in today’s Georgian reality.
Notwithstanding this fact, or maybe exactly because of it, all the study
done so far and basing on quantitative research was one sided and actually
avoided many important aspects of the problem, such as: real proportion
of supporters of peaceful and violent ways of resolution of the Georgian-
Abkhaz conflict (in absolute figures and by categories of population
including IDPs), argumentation of their positions, differences in attitudes
of ethnic and non-ethnic Georgians towards the issues related to Abkhazia,
stereotypical views existing in the Georgian society about the ethnic groups
currently residing on the territory of de facto Abkhazia Republic, etc.
This can be explained by high sensitivity of the topic itself. Our present
publication, in our view, helps to fill this gap to a certain extent. We have,
of course, also realized that neither the book, nor the study it is based on
can be totally free of drawbacks and flaws. The team would be grateful
for any feedback from the readers.

The completed sociological research gives an opportunity to com-
pare the results of polling in two significant recent periods of develop-
ments in Georgia: October/November 2001, marked by an internal political
crisis and serious aggravation of the situation in Abkhazia, and July/Au-
gust 2002, when social activeness with regard to the Abkhazia issue was
anticipated in view of the approached 10th anniversary of the start of
Georgian-Abkhaz war of 1992/93.

The polling gave results that allow for a serious correction of the
existing picture of public opinion in Georgia. The polling touched upon
such important questions as degree of public confidence in mass media
(Georgian and Russian) and their rating with regard to the Abkhazia
issue, the real ratio of supporters of peaceful and forceful ways of restoring
the Georgian jurisdiction in Abkhazia, level of popular support of the
Georgian guerillas and expansion of their actions, rating of particular
politicians power groups and official structures in regard to the issue in
question, etc.
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The public opinion polling was done twice - in October-Novem-
ber 2001 and July-August 2002, each time on 1000 respondents - in 5
major urban centers of Georgia. The survey has been designed and imple-
mented on initiative of International Center on Conflict and Negotiation,
within the framework of the current ICCN project “Peace Education
and Conflict Management Training in Georgia” supported by Cordaid
(the Netherlands). The 2002 survey (completely) and this publication
(partly) have been supported by the Danish Refugee Council, within the
framework of the project “Early Warning and Early Response System
(EWERS) for the Caucasus”.

The polling was done by the subcontracted implementing organi-
zation: Chair of Sociology of Tbilisi State University (Prof. Dr. Eduard
Kodua, Head: Prof. Dr. Yago Kachkachishvili, Deputy Head of the
Chair). The questionnaire has been elaborated jointly in ICCN and TSU.
In data processing and the analysis of the received results participated
Prof. Dr. Eduard Kodua, Dr. Yago Kachkachishvili, Dr. Marine
Burdzenidze (TSU), Dr. George Nizharadze, Dr. Rusudan
Mshvidobadze, Prof. Dr. George Khutsishvili (ICCN). Significant
remarks were made by Dr. Bella Arutyunova. English translation was
made by Tina Chkheidze. Computer version of the book was done by
Dr. Archil Khidesheli.

I use this opportunity to extend my thanks to the whole team of
scholars and specialists who took part in preparation and conducting of
polling, data processing, analysis and further discussion of the obtained
results, as well as preparation of the manuscript for publishing. Special
thanks to Dr. Yago Kachkachishvili who fulfilled basic works for inter-
pretation of the obtained data, and their analysis.

Prof. Dr. George Khutsishvili
Director of ICCN and the Project Coordinator.
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IIpo6iema AGxasuu B sepkasne obmecTernoro Muaenns (c crp. 91)

CoimoJIornieckoe MCcAeloBaHAe, pe3yJbTaThl KOTOPOro JaloT OCHOBaHHE
CYINECTBEHHO TIepPeCMOTPeTh CymecTBylomee IIpe/CTaBJeHHe O KapTHHE
obmecTBeHHOrO MHEHMs B [ py3n#, 3aTPOHYJIO C/IeAYIONHEe BasKHEHIIie BOIPOCHL:

QO /losepue HaceeHUS K OCHOBHBIM CPeJICTBAM MAaCCOBOM UH(OPMAITHN ¥ UX
peUTHHT B OTHOMEHHH 1Tpo6eMbl AGXasHu

O PeabHOE COOTHONIEHHE CTOPOHHHKOB H IIPOTHBHUKOB PeleHusa a0Xa3cKoro
BOITPOCA MHPHBIM H HACH/IbCTBEHHDBIM Iy TEM

0 PeasbHOE COOTHOMEHNE CTOPOHHAKOB ¥ IIPOTHBHUKOB MO/IEPKKH
NAPTH3AHCKOTO BXEHNUS B AGXa3HH | 3CKaJIAIMH 60€BbIX JIEHCTBHI C LeJIbIO
BOCCTAHOB.JIEHUS IOpUCAUKIuH ['pysnu B AGxaszuu

O PeiiTHHT KOHKPETHBIX NOJUTHKOB, BJIACTHBIX CTPYKTYP H OpraHH3aIui
110 OTHOIIEHIO K Ipo6ieMe AGXa3uu

The Abkhazia Problem Reflected by Public Opinion (from p. 175)

The survey, which allows for a significant reconsideration of the existing public
opinion picture in Georgia, has touched upon the following critical issues:

Degree of the mass media credit and their rating with regard to the Abkhazia
problem

Actual proportion of advocates of peaceful vs. violent way of the solution of
Abkhazia problem

Degree of support in the Georgian society for the Georgian guerilla warriors in
Abkhazia and the escalation of hostilities to the end of restoration of the Georgian
jurisdiction in Abkhazia

Rating of particular politicians and institutions with regard to the Abkhazia issue
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