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Cultural Globalisation, Multiculturalism And The Post-
Colonial Condition:
Mapping The Tensions

Salome Adrian Asatiani

Nothing can be denounced if the denouncing is done
within the system that belongs to the thing denounced
(Julio Cortazar, Hopscotch, Chapter 99)

This essay does not carry an ambition of offering any original and novel conceptual findings;
neither will the issues addressed here represent questions which have not been the subject of
critical reflection and scrutiny before. On the contrary: their already much-analysed and
problematiced status can even be said to leave practically nothing ‘new’ to unpack and identify.
Nevertheless, the complexity of the issuesto be highlighted here opens multiple ways for critical
reflection, and the actuality of the problem rendersit as still challenging for theoretical scrutiny.

The argument offered below can be broadly defined as an attempt to map certain specific
ideological formsin which the process of globalisation seems to articulate. The argument will
primarily represent a hypothetical one, drawing upon concrete critical accounts which
conceptualise continuos re-adjustment of power to a particular historical moment; hence the
findings suggested here should also be regarded as, if not speculative, than at least presumed.

The framework that will be deployed with aview of illuminating these aspects will be primarily
adopted from Antonio Gramsci’ s thought and its legacy. Hence the underlying issue the paper
will attempt to tackle will be to illuminate globalisation in the dynamics of its hegemonic rule.
This, in turn, will entail attempts to conceptualise domains in which the relations of power,



inherent in the process, are asthe most ‘invisible’ and least readily identifiable - primarily, in
thistext, thiswill be the domain of culture. Also, through this theorising of ‘cultural
globalisation’ (to use thisterm as a conceptual short-hand), the argument will try to analyse the
role of those discourses which form specific forms of resistance to power asymmetries embedded
in globalisation, but nevertheless face the ‘danger’ of functioning an important and maybe even
necessary components for the hegemonic rule of global capitalism. Concretely, the argument will
try to illuminate possible correspondences between the emergence of * post-colonialism’ - as an
analytical category denoting a range of aspects from a historical condition to a distinct academic
field - and contemporary ‘global hegemony’ of capitalist culture. Or, to put it differently, the
Gramscian framework will be targeted at illumination of the ways in which the critique of and
challenge to the colonial rule, stemming from the critical debate, may be appropriated and
incorporated within the, although re-defined and re-newed, but neverthel ess ongoing domination
rooted in colonial paradigm.

Before getting into actual analysis of these issues, however, it seems necessary to justify the
usage of the term ‘domination’ above —what, in turn, implies engagement with the notion of
‘globalisation’ with aview of explaining, albeit in the most general manner, those characteristics
which render the configuration into a hegemonic discourse. This overview will be mainly
conducted from a so-defined * sceptical position’ towards the narrative on globalisation, the
position which is mainly concerned with ‘ power geometry’ 1 inherent in the process and focuses
on the continuities and transformations among such epochal aspects as ‘ coloniaism’, ‘Western
imperialism’ and ‘global capitalism’ (Tomlinson, 1999:167). The second part of the paper, then,
will move on towards analysis of possible factors that might have influenced the emergence of
the * post-colonia’ discourse in a specific historical moment, and will also attempt to think the
role and function of *post-coloniality’ in the dynamics of globalisation.

THE END OF EUROCENTRISM: ILLUSION OR REALITY?

‘Globalisation’, presumably, represents one of the most intensively articulated and addressed
notions of contemporary epoch. And yet the very multidimensionality of the notion makes it
practically impossible to demarcate one concrete aspect that ‘ globalisation’ could be perceived
as generally implying. As John Tomlinson putsiit,

initsrelatively short career, the concept of globalisation has accumulated a remarkable string of
both positive and negative connotations without having achieved a particularly clear denotation.
Both enthusiasm and suspicion arise from often quite vague associations of the term, rather than
from a clear consensus on its meaning. Indeed there are many different narratives of
globalisation linked not just with different theoretical positions but with different political
positions and stances of discursive power.

(1999: 165)

A rhetoric which, according to Tomlinson, is amongst the most intensively circulated within the
tradition of critical reflections on globalisation - and somehow even is ‘responsible’ for broad
generalisations and vague associations of the concept - is based on theorising globalisation as a
direct continuation of the imperial expansion and cultural dominance of the ‘“West’, entailing,
however, change of the form of domination (from direct coercion in the age of actual colonial
expansion to the ‘mild’ colonisation of the world by cultural patterns and practices originating
from the West in the contemporary epoch). Tomlinson, then, is concerned with demystifying the
importance ascribed to the West in this framework, and developing a counter-argument on ‘ de-
centred’, ‘placeless global culture, in which it becomesincreasingly difficult to manifest any
form of ‘local’, or territorial-based, cultural dominance. Identifying globalisation, or, in his



words, ‘the rapidly developing process of interconnections between societies, cultures,
ingtitutions and individuals world-wide' (1999: 165), as a complex and multidimensional
process, loaded with implications for all spheres of social existence — be it economic, cultural,
political or environmental — the author concludes that

though cultural production may remain concentrated and centred in the West, and though
Western cultural commodities may be globally ubiquitous, it does not follow —asit may have
donein an earlier period — that these production and consumption practices serve to reinforce
territorialy based identities

(1999: 165, 176).

However if, for Tomlinson, the uncertainties and vague connotations ascribed to the concept of
globalisation becomes a point of departure to develop his argument against the discourse on
‘Westernisation’, for other writers, this very ‘vagueness represents an important aspect in
comprehending the character of the process. Arif Dirlik, for example, perceivesthe
‘mystification’ of globalism, as a process, its articulation through various ideological forms
(such as the devel opmentalist discourse or narratives of progress) and in different cites of social
existence (economic, cultural, social), as features which render globalisation into a‘new form of
hegemony’. Dirlik, in this context, can even be said to engage in a peculiar dialogue with
theorists holding similar positions to that of Tomlinson, proclaiming the age of globalisation as
signifying the decline of the Western cultural dominance. For, with Dirlik, the aspect of
globalising world is conceptualised as hegemonic process which * seeks to conceal, with some
success, that this agendais set still within the old locations of power, but now with the
complicity of Third World states, corporations, intellectuals and experts, who are allowed
increasingly to participate in the discourse (1999:171).

The question of the waysin which globalisation indeed givesitself to be read as a distinct and
specific form of hegemony is of crucial significance here, and will be addressed shortly.
However, at thispoint it isimportant to stress that the two positions towards the process of
globalisation presented above - one holding that it signifies the loss of the Western cultural
dominance over the rest of the world, and the other conceptualising globalisation as rooted in the
colonia paradigm of power relations - still can not be identified as in a significant way
controverting one another. The major difference, presumably, liesin the dimensions of
globalisation the authors choose to concentrate upon. Tomlinson focuses on * cultural
globalisation’, or ‘the particular effects which these general social processes of time-space
compression and distanciation have on than realm of practices and experience in which people
symbolically construct meaning’ (1999: 166). And it is within this domain that he is able of
formulating a nuanced picture, which transcends and challenges the rhetoric on ‘Westernised
global culture'. Stressing ‘the cultural resilience and dynamism of non-Western cultures, their
capacity to “indigenise” Western cultural imports, imbue them with different cultural meanings',
Tomlinson points out that the implementation of these cultural imports (ranging from
consumerism and global cultural industries to values, attitudes and political/human rights) in the
non-Western cultures is a complex process, entailing active appropriation rather than passive
implementation. Also, and perhaps most importantly, ‘ cultural globalisation’ itself represents a
complex process, in which a counter-flow of cultural influence from non-Western spheres plays
significant role (e.g. the global popularity of ‘world music’). However, Tomlinson is explicit in
stating that when it comes to economic realm and the power of transnational capitalism, therole
of the West as the dominant and leading in the process of globalisation appears as indisputable
(1999: 169, 176).

While such isolation of the dimensions in which globalisation unfolds may be justifiable and
even necessary for critical reflections on the process, ‘in practice’, obviously, all of these spheres
are heavily interactive and interconnected. While, then, it may be possible to develop a
conceptual account on ‘cultural globalisation’ as a dynamic and complex process, influenced by



diverse cultural values and practices, this does not undermine the power asymmetries inherent in
the process of globalisation as awhole. Moreover, while it may indeed be straightforward to
describe *cultural globalisation’ as an unanimous assertion and triumph of western cultural
products and practices, the different (to put it crudely, ‘western’ and ‘ non-western’) cultural
patterns and values, articulated by the globalising culture, are far from carrying even value and
importance. The most simple argument for such a statement is that globalisation, perhaps first
and foremost, entails the expansion of capitalist mode of production - which, historically and
culturally, isrooted in the west. To quote Dirlik once again,

it is arguable that the apparent end of Eurocentrism is an illusion, because capitalist culture as it
has taken shape has Eurocentrism built into the very structure of its narrative, which may explain
why even as Europe and United States |ose their domination of the capitalist world economy,
culturally Europen and American values retain their domination.

(1997:518)

And this statement, it may be added, in turn clarifies (and perhaps even justifies) circulation of
the, maybe ‘un-nuanced’, but nevertheless widespread perception which associates globalisation
with *Westernisation’. Thereis, of course, much more to be said about the role and status of the
‘“West’ in the process of globalisation, and the above presented points more provided a sketch of
the problem that offered any kind of in-depth insight. However, the complexity of the issue
transcends the scope and focus of this paper. For the purposes of this argument, it is crucia to
remain within the cultural domain of globalisation - the domain which, once again, perhaps least
readily displays relations of power inherent in the process due to its complexity. However - and
this, presumably, is one of the most significant aspects for this argument - it can be suggested
that it is precisaly thisdiversity of cultural values, articulated by the globalising culture, which
renders globalisation into a hegemonic process. The insight on cultural domain of globalisation,
illuminating it as influenced by heterogenous and diverse cultural impulses and practices, and
represented by Tomlinson here, significantly replicates the conception of the ‘new form of
hegemony’ developed by Dirlik. For if globalisation indeed represents a ‘ negotiated’ form of
domination, than it appears directly consistent that the values and interests of the non-dominant,
or the subordinate, carry significant role and importance in this process. In other words, while
the cultural complexity of globalisation, in one context, may be read as a counter-factor to the
rhetoric on the Western cultural imperialism in the age of globalisation, from other (and, to be
precise, Gramscian), point of view, the diverse values and influences articul ated by the
‘globalising culture’ may be interpreted as a crucial factor for a hegemonic rule of global
capitalism - based, as Dirlik’s statement identified above, on culturally Western values and
practices. Hegemony, in Gramscian sense, means leadership which is established through the
active consent of major groups in society; consequently, in order to achieve this support, the
hegemonic social groups have to accommodate or incorporate interests and cultures which may
not be of their own. This *incorporation’ can encompass various spheres of social existence, and
does not have to be limited to solely ideological, economic, political or cultural spheres
(allowing, once again, for a stable distinction to exist between these). However, the domain of
culture, in thisline of argument, appears as directly ‘ structured by the attempt of the ruling class
to win hegemony and by the norms of opposition to this endeavor. ... [it is] an area of
negotiation, ... within which ... dominant, subordinate and oppositional cultural and ideological
values are “mixed” in different permutations (Bennett, 1986: xv-xvi). Hence it may indeed be
possible to state that if globalisation represents a new form of hegemony, articulating through
concealment of specific interests and relations of power, and aiming at negotiation rather than
direct coercion, than the ways in which the process unfolds in the domain of culture is necessary
and appropriate for precisely this‘form’ of domination.

With aview to summarize the issues outlined in this section, and to set a ground for the
concluding part of the paper, it is worthwhile to stress here again that identification of



globalisation as a hegemonic process, ‘ negotiating’, rather than directly imposing, culturally
Western values and practices in the global scope is not to in any sense equate globalisation with
‘“Westernisation’. Rather, this line of argument is concerned with asymmetries and hierarchies
inherent in the undeniably complex and multidimensional process. Cultural globalisation may
indeed be *culturaly diverse', influenced by and articul ating impul ses stemming from various
circuits of the world culture rather than representing a one-way flow of ‘Western’ cultural
products; but this‘diversity’, far from attributing an even value and importance to different
cultural patterns and practices, may itself be viewed as a cite on which the hegemonic rule of
global capitalism is based. Referring to Dirlik again, *global capitalism is (and must be) much
more fluid culturally than a Eurocentric capitalism’ (1997: 522). Hence the ‘ cultural
interpenetration that globalisation brings' (Tomlinson, 1999: 171) can be viewed as determined
by, if not resulting from, this need for fluidity of global capitalist dynamics.

DYNAMIC OF COINCIDENCES MULTICULTURALISM, GLOBAL CAPITALISM
AND THE ‘POST-COLONIAL* CONDITION

It seems possible, then, to put forward a hypothesis that this ‘need’ of global capitalism for
cultural fluidity and diversity isinformed by two broad aspects. Firstly, asit was already
suggested, the domain of culture appears as one of the most significant spheres in which the
hegemonic rule of globalisation is being formulated and shaped. The diverse and complex
articulation of different cultural influences and practices, in this context, may be interpreted as
‘negotiation’ of values stemming from different political and socia strata. And this aspect, in
turn, may be perceived as forming a‘strategy’ that conceals the unevenness of the power
relations underlying the process. Also, and perhaps more importantly, the actual form in which
this very flow of cultural products and practices - be it from ‘western’ or ‘ non-western’ origin -
is predominantly manifested, is dictated and shaped by the rules of the global market. The
diverse cultura influences articulated and mediated by the ‘ cultural globalisation’, arein fact
cultural products, commodities, and it is clear which interests are being served by their ‘fluidity’.
To adopt Dirlik’s examples, cultural products as practices from ‘ hand-made baskets to yogic
exercises are rendered into commodities ‘available for global circulation’ (1999:160). The
above-mentioned emergence of the ‘world music’, as a distinct genre within the global music
industry, might be another example. Hence the complexity of the ways in which globalisation
unfolds in the domain of culture, the diversity of cultural influences and practices the process
mediates, in the long run, serve for actual economic benefit of the global capitalism.

Slavoj Zizek offers an insightful framework for comprehending these processes:

with the direct multinational functioning of Capital, we are no longer dealing with the standard
form opposition between metropolis and colonized countries; a global company, asit were, cuts
itsumbilical cord with its mother-nation and treats its country of origin as simply another
territory to be colonized. The fina moment ... [after national capitalism and its
internationalist/colonialist phase] is the paradox of colonization, in which there are only
colonies, no colonizing countries - the colonizing power is no longer a nation-state but the global
company itself.

(1999: 215-216)

Subsequently, Zizek goes on, it is obviously no accident that one of the most intensive
ideological formations, through which the global capitalism articulates, is the ideology of
multiculturalism - or, in his own terms, ‘the attitude which, from akind of empty global position,
treats each local culture as the colonizer treats colonized people - as “natives’ whose mores are
to be studied and “respected”’ (1999: 216, Zizek’s emphasis). Multiculturalism here is



interpreted asthe ‘ideal’ ideology for global capitalism, for ‘just as global capitalism involves
the paradox of colonization without the colonizing nation-state metropolis, multiculturalism
involves a patronising Eurocentrist distance and/or respect for local cultures without rootsin
one’ s own culture’ (1999: 216).

What, then, can be said of the emergence of the conceptual formation of ‘ postcoloniality’,
circulating in the same historical phase when this ‘ paradox of colonization’ takes place, and
denoting arange of aspects from a cultural condition to a distinct academic field? Why isit that
the change in the form of the colonizing process — from direct coercion and clear demarcation of
the colonized and the metropolis, into the colonial spread of ‘uprooted’, global capitalism—is
marked by the simultaneous formation and significance ascribed to the notion of ‘ post-colonial’ ?
Or, to put it differently, what does the prefix ‘post-" entail here, if it isthe process of colonization
that governs our era of global capitalism, this time unfolding in an equally ‘global’ scope?

There are, obviously, no clear-cut answers to these questions — due to, first and foremost, the
multidimensionality and heterogeneity of the category ‘post-colonial’ itself. For each domain in
which it circulates — be it the post-colonial ‘theory’ in the circuits of academic world, and/or the
intersections between post-colonialism and ‘minority’ politics of race and ethnicity - demands
careful and nuanced consideration. The matter is further complicated by the diverse meanings
the configuration of ‘ post-colonial’ acquires when articulated in relation to different societies
and geo-political contexts. In what follows, then, the attempt of answering the questions will be
limited to conceptualising the emergence of the category ‘ post-colonial’ as closely connected to,
if not determined by, the capacity of globalisation to mediate and ‘ negotiate’ opposing and
diverse values into its own interests.

To begin with, it isworth to recall here that a crucial aspect which renders globalisation into
“hegemony’ isits mystified articulation, its ‘concealment’ of underlying power relations and
concrete interests, and its capacity to mediate and encompass diverse and fluid cultural values
and practices. Perhaps, then, it is possible to theorise the emergence of ‘ post-coloniality’, asa
distinct conceptual category, as somehow contributing to making the unaltered colonial basis of
globalisation ‘invisible’ . Perhaps a similar point is made by Dirlik in hisidentification of a
paralel between the ascendancy in cultural criticism of the idea of postcoloniality and an
emergent consciousness of global capitalism in the 1980s ... the appeals of the critical themesin
postcolonial criticism have much to do with their resonance with the conceptual needs presented
by transformationsin global relationships due to changes within the capitalist world economy.
(1997: 502-503)

And one of the immediate ‘needs’ of global capitalism — or, maybe, the requirement of its
hegemonic strategy - as it was suggested above, isto mediate, negotiate and reflect upon diverse
and multiple values and interests, primarily those which constitute apparent and direct resistance
and challengeto its colonial roots. The ‘parallel’ between the emergence of the concept on
postcoloniality and the hegemonic structures of global capitalism, of which Dirlik iswriting
here, isthen indeed significant. Thisvery parallel, also, is what explains the factor that
‘postcolonial criticism has been silent about its own status as a possible ideological effect of a
new world situation after colonialism’ (Dirlik, 1997: 503). An example of such possible
ideological implications, it might be added, presumably lies in the interrel ation between
postcolonial discourse and multiculturalism — the prime ideology which constitutes the basis of
global capitalism. While an in-depth insight into this point, obviously, requires afar more
extensive analysisthat it is possible to conduct here, it may be only outlined that ‘ critical’
multiculturalism, subsequently transformed and appropriated by the ideological structures of
global capitalism, was largely indebted to and influenced by the post-colonial criticism. As
Terence Turner putsiit,



the development of multiculturalism followed the revolt against the canon in English and
American literary studies and the Eurocentric canon in history (manifested, for example, by the
influence of subaltern studies and the concern with colonial and postcolonial resistance to
capitalist exploitation and western hegemony)

(1994: 415-416).

Hence, it might indeed be possible to assert that post-colonial criticism significantly resonates
with the ‘ideal form of ideology’ of global capitalism —what, in turn, might be akey to
comprehend the ways in which globalisation articul ates and mediates resistance and challenge
directed against its colonial roots. Multiculturalism — or, to be precise, the ‘ commonsensual’
form of the ideological package formulated above by Zizek — may be perceived as one of the
central devices through which globalisation manifests its negotiated, hegemonic form of
domination. For, on the one hand, multiculturalism apparently challenges colonial Eurocentrism,
and may even be perceived as articulating ‘ post-colonial’ values on awider scale; however, as
we have seen, this very rhetoric on cultural fluidity and multidimensionality, in the long run,
directly feeds ‘back’ into the interests of the contemporary structures of hegemony.

Would it be possible to assert, then, that it is this capacity of globalisation to accommodate
resisting and opposing values, as reflected in these and many other aspects, which isto be
regarded as determining the difficulties of providing systematic and powerful criticism of
contemporary forms of colonial rule? (Dirlik, 1997: 523). Or, to rephrase the question, isit these
mechanisms which deprive the Subaltern from the ability to ‘ speak’ ? (Spivak, 1994: 104). If, as
it was highlighted here, the criticism of the past forms of colonialism2 may be perceived as
appropriated and incorporated in the present ‘ negotiated’ configuration of colonial paradigm,
does this leave any space for moving beyond hegemony — even in strictly theoretical and abstract
terms?

BY WAY OF CONCLUSION

Once again, any attempt of providing definite answers to these questions would be to
oversimplify the complex and multidimensional processes, which were only touched upon
surface here. This essay, as it was stated from the outset, was aimed at conceptualising
globalisation in relation to specific critical debates on cultural hegemony; and having this distinct
framework, in turn, perhaps resulted in treating the issues in a generalised and even
straightforward manner. On the other hand, however, maybe this deployment of generalised
categories nevertheless fulfilled its primary task, and illuminated the process of globalisation in
the dynamics of its hegemonic rule.

It should still be stressed here, that the underlying rhetoric of the text on the incorporation and
appropriation of opposing values and discourses into the dominant narrative of global capitalism
was not presented here to suggest that the challenge and critique of colonia paradigm, stemming
from the * post-colonial’ discourse, was directly ‘sanctioned’ and ‘allowed’ by the emerging
hegemony. Rather, to repeat once again, what was at stake here was an attempt to unwrap the
mechanisms which underlie hegemony in its present configuration, hence the reading of the
problems discussed above was conducted from a corresponding critical standpoint.

Thereis, of course, alot more to be said about the role and status of those discourses which
constitute cites of resistance against the hegemonic rule of globalisation — more so, that
hegemony is aways a process, and never a static and stable configuration of the ‘dominant’ and
‘subordinate’ interests and values. Thistext, then, may be regarded as setting up arigid
framework in moving towards a more nuanced and enriched picture.
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Coalition “Civic Dialogue” Chronicle

In February 2002, the non governmental coalition “ Civic Dialogue” was created by different
influential NGOs. Amongst those are Liberty Institute, New Movement, Y oung Jurists
Association of Georgia, Society for Preservation of Georgian Cultural Heritage, ICCN, GIPA,
Caucasian Women's Network and others. The main objective of the non governmental coalition
was to create conditions for positive and constructive civic dialogue on some of the very painful
guestions that our society isfacing. Amongst those are the relationship between the civil society
and state, business and government, civic groups and fundamentalist religious militias, freedom
of speech, women'’sright, peaceful conflict resolution and transformation in Abkhazia and so
called South Ossetian regions of Georgia.



First number of meetings dealt with the issue relating to freedom of speech and Orthodox
Church. Some of the representatives of the Orthodox Church were suggesting that free printing
press in Georgia should consider religious feelings of Orthodox believers. On the other hand the
representatives of free press asked for unconditional civic rights of the journalists and writers to
be able to write everything that deservesto be printed. Artists were also a part of this debate.
Freedom of expression was a very important part of this debate. The dialogue between different
parts was facilitated by Mr. Mamuka Khazaradze from “New Movement” and Mr. David
Zurabishvili from Liberty Institute. All the participating organizations attended, including the
representatives of Orthodox and Baptist Churches. Father Zenon from Georgian Orthodox
Church reiterated that the Church does not intend to infringe the right to freedom of speech, but
it also has a freedom to express its position on any printing materials. The dialogue lasted for
several weeks and the result was that parties found some constructive ways to deal with the
conflictual situation.

The next meetings al so touched upon very painful issues for the Georgian community. One of
them is the discrimination of women. It is widely recognized that women in this country are
subject to consumerist and non egalitarian treatment by the good old boy network (in Georgian
Zveli biWehi). The power hierarchy is not enough accessible for women and their civil rights are
not protected enough by state and corporate structures of this country. Thisis also enhanced by
strengthening of fundamentalist attitude in various parts of our society. State is not effectivein
preventing those different violations of civic and human rights of female citizens of Georgia and
that was one of the issues hotly discussed within the coalition. This discussion was led by Mrs.
Nino Tsikhistavi and her colleagues from Caucasian Women's Network.

Different interest groups also presented their topics. One of the issues that was selected for
participants was the preservation of old architectural heritage of the city of Thilisi. Thilis
architecture is suffering from the new wave of gentrification that is sweeping the old
neighborhoods like Meidani, Avlabari, Sololaki, Mtatsminda, Vera and others. Many Thilis
citizens have expressed their open dissatisfaction by the speed of gentrification processthat is
going on in town. These discussions were facilitated by Mr. David Maghradze. There were
different opinions expressed about the need for roper reconstruction of the city that is run down.
The kind of reconstruction that would not ruin the historical value of the city of Tiflis.

Another very intense discussion that proceeded in the spirit of cooperation was the problems of
relationship between the corporate and civic sectors of our society. There are lots of suspicions
that corporate part of Georgian society istrying to take over by paying big amounts of money to
the public service groups. Thisis avery interesting dialogue. This dialogue is facilitated by the
International Center on Conflict and Negotiation and Irakli Kakabadze. The new Doctrine of
Understanding between economic and civic sectors of our society is proposed and also al the
needs and considerations of different sections are taken into account. The social control over
specia interest groupsis one of the main pillars of the civic dialogue that our coalition planning
to continue.

One more question that the coalition is planning to conduct dialogue is the question of non
violently solving nations military conflictsin Abkhazia and Ossetia. Those so called conflicts
have led to deaths of tens of thousands of innocent people. Peaceful Multi Track Diplomacy is
one of the main themes as well. Mr. Zviad Bokuchava together with ICCN has initiated this
process. We strongly believe that those political and ethnic disputes could be solved peacefully
and they do require hard work.

And finally the members of the coalition signed the joint memorandum of understanding, which
is printed below:



Undersigned organizations strongly believe that today to create conditions for national
reconciliation and unity, we need to strongly coordinate our activities for the sake of preserving
and enhancing the values of free and civic society. We do believe in the necessity of uniting our
forcesin conditions of:

 Extreme lack of trust between society and the authorities;

* Violation of internationally recognized civic and human rights;

* Extreme threat to democracy;

» Economic stagnation due to the corrupt activities of bureaucrat apparatchiks;

We undersigned organizations, believe that we need to create a coalition, that will aim to:

« Start a civic dialogue on the questions related to national and civic dignity of our citizens;

« Launch an exchange of ideas on different topics, including: “Religion and Civic Society”,
“Freedom of Expression”, “Economic Development in afree society”, etc.

* Launch joint educational and civil rights publications;

* Launch Public Television that will represent interests of people and not government or special
interest groups;

« Start the process of high tech computer based civic education with bringing advanced
technology to disenfranchised regions of our country;

Coalition will make decisions on the basis of consensus;
Undersigned organizations:

1. International Center on Conflict and Negotiation - George Khutsishvili, Irakli Kakabadze
2. Movement for Dignified Future - Zviad Bokuchava

3. New Movement - Mamuka Khazaradze

4. Liberty Institute - David Zurabishvili

5. Caucasian Institute for Peace, Democracy and Development - Avtandil Jokhadze

6. Georgian Ingtitute for Public Affairs - Giorgi Margvelashvili

7. Young Lawers Association of Georgia - Tinatin Khidasheli

8. Society for Preservation of Georgian Cultural Heritage — David Maghradze

9. Association “Freedom and Justice” - Irakli Sesiashvili

10. Georgian Centre for Psychological & Medical Rehabilitation of Torture Victims— Nino
Makhashvili

11. Caucasian Women’'s Network — Nino Tsikhistavi

12. Georgian Skouts Movement - Mamuka K hantadze

The Third US-led Antiterrorist Front in Georgia:
Now a “Common Feature” for Afghanistan, Philippines,
Georgia and Yemen

by Ketevan Tsikhelashvili

The Pankisi region of Georgia (see Pankisi insight in the previous issue of the Bulletin) turned
into a crux of new strategic configuration in the Caucasus region. Late in the February 2002 the
striking news on the pending US-led antiterrorist campaign in Pankisi region (third by order after
Afganistan and Philippines) occupied front pages of the world’ s largest print outlets and
headlines of TV News. The event was loudly echoed on the international political scene aswell.



The US appearance in the Caucasus region within global antiterrorism program was preceded by
the strident allegations of Russian officials as if Pankisi region sheltersterrorists from Chechnya
and related Al Quaeda el ements from Afghanistan and thus, in away serves as atoehold for Bin
Laden - the US number one enemy. Georgian officials neither denied nor proved the stated thus
leaving room for speculations. Moscow demanded repatriation of Chechen refugees back to their
homeland with a purpose to reveal combatants using refugee status to cover true identity. Itis
hard not to argue that Russian officials anticipated to use antiterrorist rhetoric for Russia’ s wider
involvement in “Pankis affairs.” That would be alegitimized way to take better control over
what Moscow believesto be Russia s vitally important southern frontier. However, swelling
Pankisi issue acquired unexpected and different turnout from what many in Russiaand also in
Georgiawould imagine. The US president George W. Bush openly declared about the US
interests to fight down any kind of terrorism or neutralize threat of that anywhere in the world,
and Georgia no exception. The Pentagon officials have transferred 10 combat helicopters to
Georgian defense agency and have already sent the US instructor and six civilian trainersto
advise on the use and maintenance of the equipment. Reportedly, the US considers sending as
many as 200 military advisersto train Georgian military units and provide them further with
adequate technical equipment in order to enable local military carry out antiterrorist operation in
Pankisi. Both, the US and Georgian officials deny the possibility of the US troops themselves
launching military operations on the territory of Georgia. However, those do not serve as
persuasive enough arguments to soothe down Moscow’ s political agitation because of the US-
Georgia strategic deal.

Russia s reaction was charged with emotions, fury and panic since Moscow officials tend to
believe that everything that happens in the post Soviet perimeter without Russiais against
Russia. Russian parliamentarians made several provocative statements. The tone was warning
and even threatening. Many immediately pointed a finger on Abkhazia, South Ossetia and other
potential trouble spots of Georgiato be activated in case Thilisi triesto leave Russia off board.
Some of the political and media circlesin Moscow showed afist with one hand while advised
Thilis not to push away another hand of Russiawhich is“feeding” (through electricity and gas
supply, trade market, etc.) and which also might turn into a fist through economic pressure
mechanisms any time if “necessary.” The reaction of the Russian president Vladimir Putin was
more politically balanced and moderate though clearly indicated that nothing should happen
without Russia’s participation or consent in neighboring Georgia. However, overal political
atmosphere in regard with recent Pankisi devel opments remains boisterous.

As amatter of fact, Russian officials want to see big-time scenarios behind the stage:

1. Georgia, having the US backup, might use the pretext to fight down the terrorism in order to
reinstate control over Abkhazia and South Ossetia regions by forcible means. Accordingly,
Russian command of the Joint Peacekeeping Forcesin Tskhinvali region started to advocate the
increase of the peacekeeping posts along the administrative border with Pankisi. Simultaneously,
the Russian peacekeeping forces in Abkhazia turned to be involved in some aggressive
provocations parenthetically all directed against Georgian population (e.g. Russian peacekeeping
force was reported to open fire on 25 March on residents of the village of Anakliain Georgia's
Zugdidi Raion, wounding one of them). The Russian Duma devotes special session on March 20
to the question of Abkhzia and South Ossetia, namely the possibility to grant the two secessionist
units associate memebr status witin Russian Federation upon their request. At the last moment
the question of status was taken out of the agenda though Russian Duma almost unanimously
adopted decision which condemns the possible use of force against Abkhazia and South Ossetia
and tends to support the latter if “ Georgian aggression” takes place.

L et us raise a question from the international law perspective: how the fact that Russian
legidlative body raises Abkhazia and South Ossetia status issue in such a context fits within



internationally accepted norms for the respect of independence and sovereignty of each state
both in external and internal affairs? Isthat, as some Georgian politicians qualify, an arrogant
political gesture and intervention in Georgia s affairs manifesting power politics? Or, again,
consider it as a natural reaction of a big state towards unexpected shiftsin the neighboring region
- believed to be an important component for Russia’ s security domain? Another assessment
comes out of logics of “parallels and analogues’ and this question is quite often raised by the
Georgian officials to criticize Russia's, asthey say, sometimes loyal policy towards Abkhazian
and South Ossetian de facto regimes: During her visit in Moscow on 26 March, 2002 the
Georgian Parliamentary Speaker Nino Burdjanadze reminded her Russian colleagues that
Moscow should be more cautious in these matters while having anal ogous trouble spot in
Chechnya. Expressing the view of many Georgian parliamentarians, Burdjanadze alerted
Russian colleagues that, whereas claiming Chechnyan separatism as terrorism and Chechen
secessionists as terrorists and war criminals, pledges of some Duma deputees to stand by
Sukhumi and Tskhinvali regimes in case Georgiatries to reinstate control by herself, seem to be
highly controversial and might have a“boomerang effect.”

2. The US might use the new military platform in the Caucasus for carrying out antiterrorist
crusade in the Middle East, namely - offensive against Iran and Irag. The US military theater in
vicinity of Russia’s southern borders, as some fear, would pull into global destructive processes
not only Southern Caucasus but Russia as well. Though there are no official references for such a
statement, still theideais prevailing political debatesin Moscow. Many point at Philippines
example and argue that the same model will be applied to Georgia and the US technical
assistance and military training will bring American troopsin later.

- The question here is why then the Georgian side would be interested in such a turnout? Should
we consider these presumptions as only fears of Russian officials; the covert plan of the
Pentagon; or the result of US-Georgia “military barter deal” based on cost-benefit cal culations?
Evenif it might be hard to conceive the feasibility of the last two versions, we still want to bring
them in focus for discussions.

Sukhumi and Tskhinvali Reaction:

Sukhumi and Tskhinvali officials tend to be extremely vulnerable to the pending US supported
antiterrorist campaign in Pankisi. Abkhazians are convinced that thisis a start of Georgia's
masterminded military operation against Abkhazia and South Ossetia. So are South Ossetians,
however, as before, the latter prefer to follow Abkhazia flow and leave the critical lead up to
Sukhumi counterparts. Abkhaz de facto government does its best, and quite successfully through
Russia s advocacy, to loudly voice the presumed threat of violence from Georgian side. Sukhumi
seeks protection from Russia and reiterates demands for becoming associate member of the
Russian Federation. By interesting coincidence, while Georgian president Eduard Shevardnadze
paid avisit to Europe to meet with NATO and EU officials and discuss Georgia s new strategic
cooperation, the Abkhaz “ prime minister” Anri Djergenialeft for Moscow and called for press
conference to speak about Georgia s “conspiracy” against Abkhazia. The Abkhazians suggest
detailed vision of how they believe things will develop: Georgian secret services and guerilla
groupings ensure smooth transit of terrorists from Pankisi to Abkhazia conflict zone and then use
the anti-terrorist pretext for the conduct of military operations on Sukhumi-controlled territory.
Abkhazians probably fear that this would be application of somewhat modified “Kosovo” model
to Abkhazia (which Shevardnadze advocated a few years ago) where “humanitarian war against
mass genocide” would be substituted by “anti-terrorist global campaign.” Against the
background of such allegations, the tension becomes more and more vivid in the conflict zone.
On 27 March 2002 the series of bomb blasts took place in Abkhazia conflict zone. Namely, the
vessel in Ochamchire city port came under artillery bombardment. The same day, bombs were
exploded on local passenger train killing one woman and injuring six people. At the same time,



two blasts occurred at the railway station and little later, a petrol tanker was detonated near
Ochamichire. Sukhumi blames Thilisi in organizing these terrorist actsin order to cause
destabilization and prepare ground for military attacks.

The Georgian side categorically denies accusations. Moreover, before these events took place,
the Georgian Defense Minister David Tevzadze declared at the press conference that there were
series of subvert actions to be expected with participation of the Russian forcesin Abkhazia.
Georgian officials believe that an above-mentioned incident with the participation of Russian
peacekeeping forces against Georgian peaceful population in Zugdidi region is one of the
explicit illustrations of such a strategy. As awhole, Georgian authorities deem unacceptable
Russia' s stringent position in regard with new strategic configuration in the Caucasus, especially
now when Moscow has already officialy pledged to stand by international community to fight
down terrorism in the world. Whatsoever, it isout of question that current modus operandi of
Russian-Georgian interaction will only further deteriorate already troublesome bilateral relations
if amore constructive approach is not elaborated by the both sides.

Georgian reaction:

The whole political spectrum in Thilisi almost unanimously approved a new strategic move of
the Georgian government towards the West. Although, there were different interpretations of the
fact: some, mainly loyal to the government forces, claimed that attracting strategic interests of
the world’s greatest power is Shevardnadze' s personal accomplishment and the result of his
purposeful years-long western-oriented politics; others, mainly the opposition forces, are more
moderate in their assessments and count the success for both, Georgia s endeavorsin foreign
policy domain and new external variables, namely rearranged international prioritiesin the
“post-11 September world” where the fight against terrorism is claimed to be the main posture of
new global palitics.

After thefirst euphoria, more critical political estimations have been discerned. Some political
circles claim that Georgian government should neither forget the Russia s factor nor
underestimate the risk of Russia s exclusion from strategic cooperation. So, they stress the need
to seek strategic pattern, which would balance both ends (the US interests and Russia’' s
interests).

The question hereis whether it is possible to find such aform of cooperation where both
interests could be accommodated and, at the same time, would not contradict Georgia' s strategic
interests?

It is also interesting to note that recently the leader of Adjara Autonomous Republic and the
Specia representative of the President of Georgiafor Abkhazia peace negotiations Aslan
Abashidze and his party “Revival” articulated somewhat unexpected position in regard with the
US-Georgia military cooperation. The Adjarian leader and his supporters “ expressed fears’ that
the US trainings of the Georgian special troops might have negative consequences since the
Georgian government often used similar kind of assistance inadequately (for different purposes).
It was not specified for whom exactly it might have negative consequences or what would be
unpurposeful utilization of the US technical assistance. The ambiguity of the statements raises
several questions and arguments:

What is arationale behind Abashidze' s statements and what exactly causes hisfears? Isthat a
fear of possible loose of power given the fact that Shevardnadze-Abashidze relations do not
record for particularly “friendly” past and Shevardnadze might use new power leveragesto
undermine Abashidze's power in Adjara? Or, isthat afear that new US-oriented strategic vector
and subsequent irritation of Abkhaz side and Russian side (both being the main actors of



Abkhazia negotiation process together with Georgian side) might challenge peaceful regulation
and thus, undermine Abashidze' s power as of the person in charge of this process from the
Georgian side? Or, alternatively, should we consider Abashidze' s statements as a Georgian
verbalization of Russia's position taking into consideration that Abashidze personally has a
record of quite beneficial cooperation with Russia and pro-Russian forces? Perhaps, one should
seek amore complex answer to all these questions altogether or put the question vise versa- i.e.
what Abashidze would gain from the US-Georgia cooperation especially when thisiswidely
considered as Shevardnadze' s personal accomplishment?

We would like to resume the Pankisi issue here with general though provoking questions which
we raise to stimulate useful debates:

Would “Pankisi issue’ really turn into a start of new strategic erafor Georgia and the Caucasus
asawhole and, if so, what is the place and role of Russiain new constellation? What might be
final consequences of the latter for the long-protracted conflict regulation processin Georgia?
Would US-Georgia military cooperation acquire wider character in future? Would it really pave
the way for Georgia's (and possibly other Caucasian states’) acceptance in NATO to what which
Shevardnadze' s government aspires? Would the newly invested US military interests affect (and
how) the US-Russian relationships? Would Georgia turn into a“bargaining chip” for the US-
Russian strategic deal or strategic tension (it isimportant to note, that the US officials call for the
regulation of Russian-Georgian confusion over the issue concerned before the US military
trainers commense their duty in Georgia)?

Dali’s Stairway to Heaven

or, the Sacred Geometry of the Cross
by George Khutsishvili

Do art, science and religion need each other to better understand, found and communicate their
truths? | hope not to sound heretical to any representative of these fundamental fields of human
spiritual development if 1 say they do.

We claim to be understanding the world around us and within us. We know that the universeis
one, and the space is infinite. What we mean by thisis that beyond the distant worlds seen in
powerful telescopes are other worlds, and we may nowhere meet alimit or border. That is, when
moving outwards. When moving inwards, it seems we just need to reverse the picture, and we
get particles consisting of smaller particles, although Heisenberg’ s * uncertainty principle
prevents us from digging indefinitely into the matter. Anyway, we cannot expand our
understanding of mega-, macro- or microcosm beyond an unending circulus vitiosus.

On the other hand, we believe in God and Providence, and thus consciously limit our ambition
by accepting an incomprehensibly higher organization of the world than man can conceive. And
again, an average person takes the pictures of the world provided by science and religion as
independent and self-sufficient, tacitly giving preference to one or the other, but rarely doing
effort to unite them. We understand very little of our own soul: if ancients naively placed the
soul in the heart (however, creating a perennia tradition for poetry), modern rational man has
advanced his knowledge by replacing the soul higher up, into the brain. Poorly aware of how our
body and soul are related while we are alive — and even |less aware of how souls communicate -
we fearfully await the moment when the death do us part. And when our life ends, we get a



chance to obtain the know-how, but we cannot report back on this evidence, or get a copyright,
as soul communicates only vialive body.

Believing in higher truth means not sufficing with parallelisms of body and soul.Genius' s vision
grasps glimpses of Truth, and leaves a puzzle to us mortals. Human development is a vector
pointed to the impossible. Art is a creative effort to express/conceive what rational mind is
helpless to tackle alone. And science can stimulate art in this synergic effort to conceive the
Eternal Unity.

The Artist’s Nuclear-Age Vision of the Universal Unity Many works of Salvador Dali were
based on his obsessions. The genius's powerful imagination created pictures concomitant with
the age, its dominating paradigms, and it could be easily anticipated that shortly after World War
Il and the launch of ‘cold war’, the rise of nuclear physics and appalling reality of an apocalyptic
end of the world in anuclear catastrophe would become his leading creative obsession. An
inherent aspect of this ‘ creative obsession’ became geometrical figures, such as spheres,
triangles, cubes and cubic elements whose function and placing seemed to be overt and exposed
compared to those traditional hidden structures that underlay composition of elementsin the
works of masters, especialy since Raphael. Compared to Dali’ s previous paintings where
religious motives were mostly secondary, or even to those dedicated to religious topics (e.g. The
Temptation of Saint Anthony, 1946), this decisive turn may be seen with particular strength in a
series of Dali’ sreligious works covering the period of 1950-55: The Madonna of Port Lligat,
Christ of Saint John of the Cross, Nuclear Cross, The Last Supper, and finally, Crucifixion
(Corpus Hypercubus).

As Robert Descharnes, one of Dali’ s closest friends and biographers writes, Christ of Saint John
of the Cross (1951), the most popular of Dali’ s religious works, “was inspired by a drawing,
preserved in the Convent of the Incarnation in Avila, Spain, and done by Saint John of the Cross
himself after he had seen thisvision of Christ during an ecstasy” (Robert Descharnes, Dali,
London: Thames and Hudson, 1994, p.114). According to the same author, at the bottom of his
studies for this painting, Dali wrote: “In the first place, in 1950, | had a‘cosmic dream’ in which
| saw thisimage in color and which in my dream represented the ‘ nucleus of the atom’. This
nucleus later took on a metaphysical sense; | considered it ‘the very unity of the universe’, the
Christ! In the second place, when, thanks to the instructions of Father Bruno, a Carmelite, | saw
the Christ drawn by Saint John of the Cross, | worked out geometrically atriangle and acircle,
which ‘aesthetically’ summarized all my previous experiments, and | inscribed my Christ in this
triangle” (Ibid.). Judging from these words, one might conclude that Dali apparently thought at
that time he came to afinal solution of hisreligious quest. Y et new mysteries awaited myriads of
his fans ahead.



Crucifixion (Corpus Hypercubus)
1954, Oil on canvas, 76 3/8 x 48 7/8"
Metropolitan Art Museum, New Y ork. Gift of Checter Dale, 1955



Christ of Saint John of the Cross
1951. QOil on canvas, 81 x 45 5/8”
Glasgow Art Gallery and Museum
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Study for Christ of Saint John of the Cross
1950-51. Gouache, 6 3/4 x 8"
Collection T.J.Honeyman, Glasgow
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Nuclear Cross
1952. Oil on canvas, 30 3/4 x 22 7/8"
Private collection

The Last Supper
1955. Qil on canvas. 167 x 268”



The Chester Dale Collection
National Gallery, Washington, DC

Who in America Has Inspired Dali’s ‘Geometrical’ Vision of the Script?

In early 1953, inspired by histrip to New Y ork, Dali announced that “he was going to paint a
picture that he himself termed as sensational: an exploding Christ, nuclear and hypercubic”
(Descharnes, 118). Asthe master himself pointed out, thiswould be hisfirst painting reconciling
a(neo)classical formula of technical implementation with the contents composed of cubic
elements, resulting in “metaphysical, transcendent cubism” (Ibid.). According to Dali, the
masterpiece “is based entirely on the Treatise on Cubic Form by Juan de Herrera, Philip 11's
architect, builder of the Escorial Palace’; it isatreatise inspired by Ars Magna of the Catalonian
philosopher and alchemist, Raymond Lulle” (Ibid.). Aswe will see, it may as well be based on
the twentieth-century scientific vision. The painting called Corpus Hypercubus was finished and
first exhibited at the Carstairs Gallery in New Y ork in 1954. There are hints that some situation,
or aperson during his U.S. trip might have inspired the idea. Or wasiit just a powerful
impression from Manhattan’ s architectural *cubism’? On the other hand, it would only be natural
to presume that some scholarly person(s) in Dali’ s circle and contacts, which included many
celebrities of histime, could have given him a clue or idea.

Aswe may glean from the canvas composition, the cross, composed of eight cubic elements
(Dali also speaks about a ninth cubic element of the composition: see in further text), represents
a construction highly unusual for religious arts but known in geometry as an unfolded hypercube,
or tesseract, athree-dimensional image of the four-dimensional figure unimaginable in a physical
reality but having a legitimate place in mathematical abstract constructions. On the other hand,
making note of the canvas name (‘ Corpus Hypercubus', which literally means, ‘the body of
Christ as a hypercube’), we may conclude that not only the crossis hypercubic, but the name
rather pertains to the whole dynamic construction, including Christ and the cross. A crucified
figure unifying with a structure it is crucified on. A memory comes to mind of a powerful
modern scul pture of Christ overlooking the gulf of Rio-de-Janeiro, topping the mountain and
spreading hands as if in flight, blessing and protecting the city, at a distance looking itself like a
giant cross (avisionary image of the Christ/Cross).

Looking attentively at the painting, certain questions already apply:

o Doesthe canvas name suggest it should be understood as * Christ’s (Hyper) Cubic Body’,
and what may this mean?

e What isthe meaning of Christ’s crucifixion on a (hyper)cubic cross protruding in three
dimensions, challenging and breaking all traditions of depicting the crossin the Christian
cultures?

e The planes/dimensions of the cross are unequal: the plane parallel to Christ’sfigureis
more salient and compl ete, while a perpendicular plane is incomplete, more expressive
and dynamic (emerging?);

e Why are the cubic elements of the cross semidetached from each other, and how isthis
related to the dynamics of the scene: are they conjoining (uniting?) or separating
(exploding?) ?

o Christisnot nailed to the cross but floating in the space in front of it, no stigmata are
visible on hands and feet, and small cubes are forming in front of his body to mark the
corners of an (emerging?) eighth cube to complete an octahedra structure;

o Dadli writes: “The number nine is identifiable and becomes especially con-substantial with
the body of Christ” (Ibid.) Whereisthe ninth cube? Presumably it is the one under Gala's
feet, understood as exalting her to the crucified figure (to unite with it?);



e And, finaly, why does Dali think the Christ’s figure is shown as exploding and nuclear?
The Christ’ s body itself would not suggest of any such dynamics, unlessit is meant to
identify with the transfigured cross.

The Eschatological Mystery of the Cubic Christ/Cross

Jesus was sent by Father God to thisworld to fulfill his Mission with regard to humankind. His
double nature of Son of God and Son of Man was a necessary part of providence, a spatial-
temporal incarnation being necessary for men to realize Christ in themselves via the process
starting with seeing resemblance to Him and ending with realizing spiritua unity with Him.
After his physical death, his apparitionsto afew chosen ones hardly resemble anything known
on earth (cf. relevant placesin Revelation, or the scene of transfiguration of Christ in the
Gospels). The Cross plays an outstanding role in Christ’ s agonizing transcendence to the
kingdom of heaven. There had been lots of speculations in history of Christianity, aswell asin
modern scholarly writing about the function of the crossin “the death of Christ as an epiphany of
sacred violence” (Robert G. Hamerton-Kelly, Sacred Violence: Paul’ s Hermeneutic of the Cross,
Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992, p.63). Cross was seen as a vehicle for Christ’ s transcendence
via sacrifice-suffering-death, but hardly had any hypotheses been invented about how exactly
could the geometry of the cross have fulfilled thisrole.

Weread in the Gospels, “And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the
earth until the ninth hour”* (Luke 23:44); “And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with aloud voice,
saying... My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?’ (Mark 15:34). According to St. Luke,
at the same ninth hour “the sun was darkened, and the vail of the temple was rent in the midst.
And when Jesus had cried with aloud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands | commend my
spirit; and having said thus, he gave up the ghost” (Luke 23:45-46).

Why did a complete darkness fall on Golgothain these unlikely hours? And, keeping in mind the
highly charged atmosphere of the entire scene and the lack of chronometric devices available
around Golgotha, wasit really hours that separated the ends of this temporal interval? Human
perception might turn into hours what was really minutes. What might have happened in this
interval was that Jesus underwent a transformation mortals were presumably not entitled to see,
or it might as well go beyond their imagination. And the Cross had to play acrucia rolein this
transformation. What was on the cross before * the sixth hour’ was the living suffering Christ, and
what was |eft there after ‘the ninth hour’ was his dead body. Jesus Christ was gone from this
world...

Robert G. Hamerton-Kelly writes that “the crucifixion is the crux of God's plan for unmasking
and overthrowing the powers of this world, understood through the Cross as the structures of the
Sacred” (Hamerton-Kelly, 82). The Crossis a structure through which God allows men to
understand the meaning of salvation. The Crucifixion isamodel of the soul transcending the
limits of thisworld. The challenging enigma, a decisive moment of which is described in Dali’s
painting, is disclosed in the further text in an attempt to see the Cross not only as a powerful
archetypal symbol, or even areal purifying power, but as an actual door into another world, a
‘stairway’ to heaven.

The Enigma of Hypercubic Cross Revealed?

Dali’ s painting apparently pertains to the very moment of Christ’s death. The ‘Body of Christ’
(Corpus) is no more the same as the dead body nailed to a simple wooden cross that continues to



exist somewhere in athree-dimensional world. The stigmata are no more seen on hands and feet.
The Corpusis apparently shown from beyond ‘the human plan€e’, which it has already
transcended. Thisis obscurely indicated in Dali’ s words: “The extremely noble figure of Galais
the perfect union of the development of the hypercubic octahedron on the human level of the
cube” (Descharnes, 118). Gala' s function will seem to be more or less artificially introduced in
the whole composition, unless a proper explanation is found for it. One explanation may be that
Galais ascending to Christ’ s figure (while standing on the ninth cube) to unite with it by further
devel oping the emerging structure. But how? Let us leave this question unanswered at the
moment, and try to concentrate on the Christ/Cross figure itself. Thisis a configuration
symbolizing the Light (= the Life of Men) and the embodiment of the Word (= Logos, or Order).
Christ’s embodiment is now becoming one with the Cross: Christ himself is becoming the Cross,
and the Crossis transfiguring at the same time through devel oping a hypercubic form. Indeed,
different aspects of the painting may allow different interpretations. In all cases, it is obvious that
Dali isgroping for a pictorial-art explanation of the eschatological mystery of salvation-through-
death-on-the-cross. At the moment of leaving thisworld, Christ is shown as transcending the
three-dimensional physical space—or, if you will, the ‘four-dimensional’ spacio-temporal
continuum if we include time in the dimensions - by means of the transfigured Cross as a vehicle
to ‘commend his spirit into Father’ s hands'.

The first discovery that may be hidden in the painting isthat it is describing in the language of
art the story that goes beyond what was recorded in old Greek in the canonical or apocryphal
Gospels, or any other holy scripts available. | am going to defend the thesis according to which
the Hypercubic Crucifixion, as an attempt to describe the story of Christ’s death on the cross
from beyond the human vantage point, takes place to transcend/overcome the physical reality by
acquiring afourth spatial dimension, to transform via afour-dimensional structure into hypher
forms, go beyond the limits of thisworld, and unite with God. As Dali or his biographers do not
mention, and nowhere in the existing interpretations do we meet such an explanation, we may as
well propose that thisisthe first time thisthesisis being put forward.

Mathematical discourse proves inductively the existence of higher-dimensional spaces, ad
infinitum. The point is zero-dimensional, and the line is one-dimensional. Imagine one-
dimensional creatures ‘living’ on aline (Fig. 1). They may essentially be of two types,
depending on how they are pointed (say, by marking one end or the other). Let us take the two
that are symmetrical in regard to a point. They may be superposed only if we transcend one-
dimensionality of aline, and ‘define’ a plane, atwo-dimensional realm, by turning one ‘ creature’
around the point of symmetry to coincide entirely with the other. (Let us not be confused by the
fact that computer appears to be doing this operation on atwo-dimensional screen.) Now, let us
imagine two-dimensional creatures (say, cartoon characters) ‘living’ on aplane. They have much
higher degree of freedom, moving in all directions on the plane, but let us again pick out two
essential types, symmetrical to each other with regard to aline (Fig. 2). They may only be
superposed if we leave the plane, turn the one around the axe of symmetry to coincide with al its
points with the other, and thus introduce/domesticate a third spatial dimension, appearing finally
in the world we al happen to live in. Have we come to the natural limit? If you say ‘yes, |
would suggest that you a ‘three-dimensional creature’ go and look into amirror, see the two
physically existing symmetrical images (yourself and your reflection), and ask a perfectly
legitimate question: how can we superpose these two (Fig. 3)? And the equally legitimate answer
is: viaintroducing a next dimension, and going out into a higher-dimensional realm via ‘turning’
one image in a fourth-dimensional movement ‘around’ the mirror as a plane of symmetry. The
fact that thisis hard or impossible to imagine, does not mean the operation is not legitimate. The
mind proves what the imagination cannot reach. In psychological terms, understanding a fourth
dimension correlates with reconciling with amirror-image of yourself, your eternal rival and
critic, and, in ageneral methodological way, teaches you how to transcend the seemingly



irreconcilable through elaborating a metaview. Thisis a general methodological tool for
overcoming any conflict, understanding the unity of incompatibles, and the identity of
indiscernibles.
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But what about the hypercube as a transcendence vehicle? We are getting now to the specia role
that cube and cubic form are playing in the mathematical idea of overcoming the limits of the
physical space. (a) Take four matches, and make a square, reaching out into a plane from aline
(Fig. 4). That four matches-long piece of lineisthe same as an unfolded square. (b) It will take
Six squares to close them into a cube, reaching out into the space from the plane (Fig. 5). The flat
cross-like figure represented by the six squares arranged in a certain order, isthe same as an
unfolded cube. (c) Isaac Asimov (Isaac Asimov, Where Do We Go From Here?, Book |,
Penguin: London, 1974) concludes that if we take eight cubes, and arrange them in a certain
order, we may consider the resulting spatial figure as an unfolded hypercube, or tesseract (Fig.
6).
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Fig 3

Fig b

Although we cannot imagine a‘folded’, or actual four-dimensional tesseract, unless we
ourselves transcend the limits of physical reality, we cannot help asking ourselves when standing
before Dali’ s powerful painting: isthisjust akitch-styled crucifixion with an idealized human
figure in front of a strange-looking cross, or a desperate and futile attempt to lift oneself by the
hair and look beyond the imaginable, or areal intellectual breakthrough opening a new world for
us? Or may it be that the inductive way of reasoning plays atrick on us. maybe the efforts to
reconstruct the fourth dimension have so far been fruitless because the proposed number or
imagined arrangement of the cubic elements of tesseract were incorrect? Should the temporal
section shown in Dali’ s Crucifixion be projected/devel oped into a configuration of Nuclear
Cross whose wings are composed of thousands of cubic components centering on a strange-
looking nucleus. On the other hand, Dali’ s Nuclear Cross is two-dimensional, but that was
painted two years before the idea of Corpus Hypercubus visited the master.

On the human way of conceiving the world, a Greek mythical vision (cf. Hesiod' s Theogony) of
chaos turning into logos stands out, where development is understood not just as raising the
degree of complexity but moving towards purity and perfection, and in Plato we already see a
specia role played by geometry as a precondition for understanding the philosophical meaning
of the world, al'so enshrined in the famous inscription on the entrance to Plato’s “ Academia’.
Symmetry is one of the most advanced tools of measuring the degree of perfection, and the ideas



of the cross, cube, pyramid, and finally, sphere have been landmarks of human understanding of
perfection.

Pre-Christian images of the cross bore the meaning of the four sides of the world, later
symbolizing also the four elements (Terra, Aqua, Aeris, Ignis). Even in Christian times, the
shape of the cross was wide interpreted at different stages and in different cultures and traditions.
Ancient images of the inverted cross, encircled cross, Jaina Swastika (interpretable as a moving
cross), Georgian “cross of wine” (a powerful image of elevation), a“T-cross’ as seen e.g. in
early Renaissance paintings, etc. (Fig. 7) come to mind, interweaving in fancy ways with the
modern big-bang theory and cosmological models of the expanding universe. If curvature value
of the space is positive and constant in cosmic distances, this means we are within an enormous
ellipse or sphere. Beyond it may be other, no less sophisticated (hyper)spaces, and things would
be very different (including the number of dimensions) when viewed from within or without a
closed universe.




Fig 9

We are now getting to the next point: the evolution of the Cross in the process of human
reflection. Plato in Phaedo describes eidos as a pure form, ideal principle of essence. Looking,
say, at atriangular figure, our soul recognizes (remembers) in it a pure triangle that existsin the
world of ideas the soul also inhabited before it was born into this world. Looking at a cross, we
recognize in it aprocess of salvation. Creative anamnesis allows us to recognize a clue to the
mystery of Universal Unity in Crucifixion. Let ustry to reconstruct this process stage by stage
from the start. To start with, the traditional two-dimensional cross has grown athird dimension,
not in the sense of just getting thicker, but exactly in becoming athree-dimensional ‘cross (Fig.
8), now resembling aturnstile and protruding itswingsin al possible directions that are at right
angles to each other (Fig. 9). Furthermore, this new structure has grown cubic, precise and
dynamic, turning into an unlimited inverted hypercube. Paradoxically, in Crucifixion Christ and
the Cross replace each other: Christ’ body is becoming cross-like, and the Cross is growing into
a sophisticated configuration of higher dimensions. On a‘ human plane’, the moment the three-
dimensional visible structure folds into afour-dimensiona ‘invisible’ structure, is the moment of
Jesus' death, the Light gone and the overall darkness |eft on the abandoned world. This might be
only one link — yet crucially important for human understanding — in the chain of transformations
and transfigurations on His way to become one with Father. The further transformation, not seen
in but projectable from the canvas composition may be reconstructed as follows. The hypercubic
octahedral structure will attract the ninth cube (Gala) to unite with it, will then grow new cubic
elements, eventually transforming into a four-dimensional ‘Nuclear Cross' composed of multiple
cubic elements centered on a transfigured Christ as a nucleus of the universe. May acertain



image of the curving encircled cross (Fig. 10) be used here so that the wings of the universal
cross protrude infinitely outwards but the curvature of the space finalize themto closeupina
giant sphere? If we dare try to penetrate beyond Dali’ s vision, or imagine alternative versions,
Leibnitz’s monad is what first comes to mind: monads are ideal atoms of the world, closed in
themselves (“having no windows”) yet reflecting the entire universe, a certain-stage sample of
whom is a human soul. Einstein’s cosmological model of a closed yet unending universe is both
monadic in Leibnitzean sense, and circular-infinite in a Hegelian sense.

Liberation of the soul in the agony of death has a visualizing anal og/aspect in the unclosing of
the universe, developing a hyperspatial external view on the same universe (cf. Christ of St. John
of the Cross) we see only from within while we are alive. From aview “ex parte internd’ we
breakthrough to achieve aview “ex parte externa’. Together with Gala, we witness
hypercubization of the Corpus/Cross. Together with St. John, thanks to Dali’ s mediation, we
witness and share the Crucifixion from beyond the human plane. For a divine case, we may
“retrospect” to imagine the Cross developing to ultimately enclose the Corpusin a perfect Finale.
In a human case, we can only humble our selves in expectation of the Unknown.

Fig 10

The Relationship of Art
to Urban Sustainability and Peacebuilding

By Dena L. Hawes

This article is about the relationship of art to urban sustainability. I’ m interested in examining
how art in the public realm can potentially benefit a society through raising awareness of
important social issues, and through many kinds of social healing and transformation processes.
Public art also has the potential to do harm to a society, for example, when its perceived message
is not accepted by a significant and vocal part of the population it can create polarizing
conditions for the community. Public art can also create socia conflict by reinforcing political
and societal valuesthat are in conflict with more recent societal changes.

| want to begin with the issue of empowerment, because | am most interested in the empowering
potential of art and creativity. Here, | want to define empowerment in terms of a means of co-
existence and cooperation of a society, in which male and female people of diverse classes and
races live together without exercising dominance over each other. Cultural identities are
constructed as a beginning of empowerment, and within a healthy, thriving urban society, city
dwellers are alowed to participate and help to determine their city’s form and uses of their city’s
space. A hedlthy city allowsits artists to work in the realm of public art, and to question
dominant concepts or ideology’ s of the city and its culture, and engage people in possible
alternative narratives in order to create an overall ambience of social criticism. In other words,



artists and urban planners work together to construct an urban design and dynamic that reflects
the sengibilities, the diversity and multiple values and beliefs of the people that inhabit the city.

The reason | am choosing to talk about conflict resolution within the context of public art and
urban space is because by the year 2005, more than half of the population of the world will live
in cities, and they will live in dwellings ranging from high-rent, luxury apartments to make-shift
shelters made of cardboard boxes and waste materials. Some cities will have incoherent
organizing systems, and may be split into zones of wealth and poverty, and safety and violence,
and these divisions may not be overtly visible to the average person. So within a broader
question of what constitutes a city and for whose well-being it is created, are questions of urban
design and the development of public art that defines the public realm. Public art is socially
beneficial and can serve as a conflict reducer to the extent in which it addresses the needs of city
dwellers - by contributing to the design of public spaces, and by articulating the public realm
through the initiation of social criticism.

So the role of public art within the context of urban sustainability has two important elements:
decorative art which can be functional aswell asjoyful, and an integral part of urban design; and
public art that is designed as a social process, which intervenesin the public interest to resist
oppression, and explores and transgresses the boundaries of public and domestic spaces. The
presence of artists who are willing to express the diverse and multi-layered histories and
memories of the city, can help to replace the institutional order which often operates as a mode
of control. So the task of the public artist could be to help to create work that represents and
celebrates the diversity of the city.

The Monument

Monuments are constructed within a framework of dominant values, and they help to create
national cultural identity. Monuments and public statues are cultural objectsthat are familiar to
most cities, and they stand for a stability that hides the internal contradictions of a society.
Monuments and statues sometimes do not survive changesin societal values, for example, in
post-soviet states, the removal of statues of Lenin and other communist |eaders.

The Statue of Liberty, which was unveiled in 1886 remains a prominent statue in the United
States, and is visible from Ellis Island, where millions of immigrants awaited entry into America.
The Statue of Liberty isasymbol of democracy and freedom. This was probably one of the first
statues my Grandfather saw when he arrived in Ellis Island as an immigrant with a dream to
escape his impoverished situation in Wales. My grandfather, like so many immigrants who came
to America, held up the symbolic value that the Statue of Liberty represents to the entire country.

Monuments and public art sculptures are often erected to stress to the public who holds power.
Violence is often a central theme of the monument, as many statues refer to victories of the past.
What is particularly powerful about monuments, and to public art in general, is that the majority
of the population and the city’ s civil institutions are consciously or unconsciously persuaded by
their monuments. Through these public art objects they learn to accept the contradictions that
monuments bring out in their society. So the monument and public statue can be used as a device
of social control.

Using culture objects for the means of social order is a particular characteristic of bourgeois
society in that is displaces value into the aesthetic realm of art, and can alow for the impact of
power to go unquestioned. The message of empire and patriarchy that nineteenth century
monuments convey, is a message also conveyed in some contempo-rary public art. But there are
cases of public scul pture which subvert the conventions of the monument, for example by a



democ-ratization which celebrates “ ordinary people”, or by an inversion of form which
constitutes a category of “anti-monument.”

The Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial isaV-shape design made of polished black stone. On its stone
surface are inscribed the names of 58,000 Americans dead or missing in action between 1959-
1975. The artist Maya Lin describes the design of thismemorial asa‘gash in the earth’, and the
intent of the memorial was perhaps to heal the wound in American history caused by huge
protests against the war and by the invisibility of the returning veterans. This memorial is
intended to examine the structures of power in society which make war possible, and critically
question whether these structures have been addressed or buried. People argue whether or not the
Vietnam Veteran's Memorial is akind of anti-monument, in that the artist uses the reflection of
the stone to help the viewer understand the enormous physical loss of lives by seeing his or her
own physical body reflected in the stone, among the enormous list of the names of those who
lost their lives.

These are life-castings in bronze of three people who regularly used the station at the time. The
artist says...“ The work is about speculation about other travelers that pass through one’s mind
when waiting for atrain...” The artist uses arealistic and down-to-earth language to sympathize
with and celebrate the average person in public art.

In the United States in the 1960s, artists were regjecting the elitism and the commodity status of
art through the process of becoming community arts workers, aterm used for artists who turned
to activism and participatory art, working together with community. At this time urban planning
and art were being re-defined to represent a public realm beyond physical sites. Artists were and
still are looking at the internet and the public square as a place where society is mirrored back to
itself .

The design then of public space and the decisions of what kind of public art is shown reflects the
diverse attitudes and values of a society. Thisis one aspect of asolution for alivable city, and
can reflect a society’ s acceptance to the differences of its inhabitants. And tolerance and
acceptance of difference isabig part of the peacebuilding process of any society.

Today, public art in many parts of the world, has gone beyond the celebration of the hero on a
horse, and instead operates to publicly examine what the representation of the hero meansto the
peoplein the 21st century. Because art isin the public’s interest Barbara Kruger’ s billboard “We
don’'t need another hero” extends the possibilities of public art to include a critique of the
relationship of art to the public domain. In thisway, “We don’t need another hero” billboard
intervenes critically in society. Kruger utilizes many modes of communication designed to
infiltrate the public realm and disseminate ideas to the widest audience possible. She uses her art
as billboards, music videos, T-shirts, book covers and matchbooks. Kruger’s does not promote
commercia interests like advertising, so rejects advertising’s aims, but utilizes their visual
strategies to captivate the viewer’ s attention. Much of Kruger’s works demand gender equity,
and her images and text are intended to recreate the many kinds of stereotyped roles of men and
women, as away to expose the underlying opposition that operates within gender stereotyping.

In much of Kruger’swork sheis examining power discrepanciesto agreat range of critical
issues including abortion, racism, freedom of expression, religious intolerance, consumption,
domestic violence, etc. to express how our lives are affected by many aspects of sexism.

Peggy Diggs produced four designs for milk cartons entitled “Domestic Violence Milk Carton”
(1992) the conception of this project began with interviews of two women in prison who were
both victims of violence in their own homes. The text on the milk carton reads. “When you argue
at home, does it always get out of hand?’ along with thistext is the image of a clenched hand
beside a telephone number for victims of domestic violenceto call. As a postmodern approach to



critically examine the whole notion of uniqueness that is associated with the “high art” of
modernism, these art milk cartons are mass produced.

AnaMendieta (1948-86) was herself avictim of domestic violence. Cuban born Mendietais
often overlooked in historical documentation of female performance artists. Mendieta created
many amazing performances that expressed the deep connectedness she felt between her own
body and the earth. Her performances were done in public spaces, purely as an offering or a gift
of expression, without expectations of money or fame.

And thisisthe aspect of the current debate in art that specifically gets at how and why art asa
social activity or social movement isimportant to the process of conflict resolution and the social
sciences at large. Emerging art practices were very much rooted in the 1960s in the
“happenings’, in the Fluxus movement, and in public performance art events. A significant
aspect of these contemporary art movements was the refusal by the artist to be part of art’s
commodity status. Artists developed strategies, including the lack of production of conventional,
physical art objects, to stop the art market from being able to colonize the artist. Another strategy
was are-defining of the role of the avant-garde artist as an activist or as arevolutionary.

The Guerilla Girlsis an artist group comprised of women artist-activists who use a variety of
forms of mediato inform the public of extreme inequitiesin the art world’s (film producing
industry, galleries and museums) exposure of women. The Guerillagirls plaster posters around
US cities giving statistical data of the proportion of men to women'’s artwork each gallery and
museum exhibits. They also show up (dressed in their guerilla suits) to events like the Grammy
awards for films, armed with flyersto let the public know how few women are given the
opportunity to be involved in the film industry, both on stage and behind the scenes. The
Guerilla Girls are continuously invited to speak all over the world about their research of unfair
and unethical practicesin the global art world, focusing on how the structure of the art world
does not allow for equal opportunities for women.

Grand Fury isan AIDS-activist artist group in NY C. Their work isintended to reveal the cultural
responses to AIDS that make visible the lack of support there isfor people living with AIDS. A
Grand Fury spokesperson said about people living with AIDS “They are not to be rounded up
and put into cattle trucks and taken away to death camps, (but there isinstead a great need) for
properly supportive HIV education, something which as been systematically ignored in all but a
handful of countries.”

The value of new public art could be viewed asits ability to initiate a continual process of social
criticism, and to engage the public on important global issues. Within this understanding, the
purpose of art is not to fill museums, but to resist the structures of power and money that have
caused subjugation, oppression, and other unfair practice, and in doing so, to create imaginative
spaces that help to enable others to construct new futures.

The potential of public art and social conflict

This public art project will serve as an example of a public art conflict instigator. In the 1980s,
Richard Serra, afamous US modernist artist was commissioned by the city of New Y ork to
create a public sculpture within alarge public square that was surrounded by government office
buildings. Serra made the mistake of not holding any public meetings with the people who
worked around this public square to ask them what they wanted - these were the people who
used this site daily as arelaxing social space to meet with friends, eat lunch, read books and
relax on their lunch hour. Serrainstead constructed this huge, 90-foot rusted steel sculpture that



he thought was best suited for this public square. When this sculpture, entitled “ Tilted Arc” was
placed in the public square it caused a great public outcry for avariety of reasons. The scul pture
cut in half the square, greatly altering the ability to walk around the square, and making it
impossible to see from one side to the other. One women was raped because she was standing in
an area where no one could see her well, due to the scul ptures presence. In addition, many of the
people that frequented this public square simply didn’t like the way the scul pture looked, and felt
that it was an ugly obstruction in their public space. There was alaw suit waged against the

city’ s public art commission and Richard Serra, and this whole ordeal in many ways polarized
the community, with artists fighting against other community members. The result of the court
battle was that the scul pture was rel ocated.

Gentrification - the *purification’ of public space through art Gentrification is an example of an
arts-led process to ‘ purify’ urban space by beautifying the space through the use of public art.
Gentrification of urban space through the use of art has along history, and gentrification
generally operatesto an increase in property values which drives out the lower income
community. Artists have been pivotal in the process of gentrification, although artists themselves
are usually then displaced by wealthy clientele who follow them into the newly popularized and
chic neighborhood. Thisis a contemporary version of the purification of the city for the benefit
of the bourgeois which took place in the eighteenth and nineteenth century.

Women and Urban Space

Hereis apublic performance of awomen dressed in atraditional Asian kimono who is caught or
trapped inside a glassed in window display. The window display operates as a space of total
confinement as well as complete surveillance of the woman.

Urban space is gendered, and women often intuitively know the constraints that exist for them
when walking in the city. Sexual attacks warn women that their bodies are not always welcomed
to be in public space. For many women thisis either ideological or physical confinement (or
both) to the “private’ spheres of the home. There are many differences in the psychology of
urban space that are gendered. For example, women are more often sexually intruded-on, and
they are more likely to get out of the way then men. Overall, urban environments do not provide
women with arange of settings that make them feel psychologically comfortable.

In the United States and in Georgia, most artists who receive recognition in public art through
either commissions or coverage in literature, are men. | have walked all around the city of
Thilisi, looking for a public art statue of a‘real’” women, and | couldn’t find any. The only
statues of females that | found were of mythical or archetypal women, such as the “Mother of
Georgia’. There are lots of public statues of real Georgian people, who have lived and breathed,
and every one of them that | found was male. And so the question that | asked to you is, what
message does this convey to the community of Thilis if the only real people who are revered by
having statues made in their honor are men? And if you feel this question is taking afeminist
perspective, let me ask you another question. Is adding women to art history the same as
producing feminist art history?

Re-designing public space with the intent of women’s psychological comfort might be one
method for creating a more egalitarian public domain. Adding public art of real women, and real
women’ s experiences to the urban space is important, but it is also necessary to critically
examine the way the city has been designed as a foundation for a masculine public realm.
Women's absencein art history, in public monuments, and in public art in general reflects the
patriarchal society which created that history, in the same way that so much of world history has



agreed to masculine constructions of greatness, goodness and heroism. And thisis so much of
what | have found in the public art statues herein Thilis aswell asin the US and Europe.

In my experience as an artist working in the United States and Europe, the last several decades
have been filled with debates on the issues of whether art is at the end of modernism, and
whether modernism has failed. At the forefront of many of these debatesis art critic and author
Suzi Gablik who talks about the links between ecology and “ecofeminism”. Ecofeminismisa
term that constitutes positions from which the connection between western culture’ s exploitation
of women and its exploitation of the earth are constructed. Gablik views the reconstruction of art
as including the need to relinquish the priviledging of patriarchial structures which determine
modernism’ s structures. Gablik states: “In our present situation, the effectiveness of art needsto
be judged by how well it overturns the perceptions of the world we have been taught, which has
set our whole society on a course of biospheric destruction...| believe that we will see that in the
next few yearsis a paradigm based on the notion of participation, in which art will begin to
redefineitself in terms of social relatedness and ecological healing.”

| believe that the nineteenth century development of monuments in the public realm was a
narrative with the intent of persuading the public to accept the reality that the dominant class
should always inherit history. And national memories like these continue to be constructed
through public monuments.

Some more questions that | have for you are: Do you think that the range of public art in Thilisi
reflects the dominant attitudes and values of the society, and benefits the society through raising
social awareness of important issues? Do you think public art in Thilisi is socially beneficial to
the extent in which it addresses the needs of urban dwellers, and initiates social criticism within
the public realm? If your answer is no, what can be done herein Thilisi to help shape a new
reality that reflects the diverse values and beliefs of the society as awhole through public art? |
am hoping that these questions will stimulate some thinking about your surrounding
environment, and how you could potentially chan-ge it to reflect the diverse attitudes, values and
beliefs of your own very special commu-nity.
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Man That is Music and Poetry

About Irakli Charkviani
by Shalva Kedia

As James Brown noticed once in one of his great songs. “Thisisaman!”. | would like to add. A
man that is music and poetry. | do not want to classify him as Georgian Ginzberg, or Ferlingetti,
I do not know if he ever was Edgar Alan Poe or George Bernard Shaw, but | can surely say: this
is Irakli Charkviani. And reading his words make me happy. Not because they are too optimistic,
not because they have some cheesy sweetheart quality to themselves. Absolutely no. Indeed this



poet has grown up in atotalitarian state with lots of thuggish rubbish aswe al have in former
Soviet Georgia. It was afeudal country run by nomenclature, where very few people had the guts
to stand up for freedom of speech or freedom of thought, et alone the minority rights. And it was
very comfortable to stand in this position. No one would bother you if you won't challenge
structural and cultural dis-functions of this society. And Irakli had an extremely good chance to
be idle and have everything he wanted. But just like his father, who is also extremely intelligent
man, with slightly different ideas, he decided to be spiritual rebel and awonderful master of
word and sound. In both languages, Georgian and English, his poetry represents depth coupled
with responsibility, beauty coupled with love.

It is extremely important to be socially responsible poet in those days when it is almost assumed
that artists should pay the dues to the rich and powerful in this country. They must be somehow
apolitical, which means conforming with any kind of injustice. Not seeing economic domination,
or oppression of women or gays, not seeing how all those rich and powerful drive this society
into the virtual hell, where almost everyone is struggling to survive. It is also assumed that real
artisjust for the sake of art. Irakli was the one who had the courage to start a socially inspired
poetry in the beginning of 90s. It is also extremely important to know that in the society where
patriarchy, sexism, class chauvinism and elitism were amost not questioned by artists, Irakli is
the visionary who can proclaim “Everyone can be a genius’. These words have inspired many to
start writing. Many like Kote Kubaneishvili, who started his poetry at the age of 38 and became
also one of the most gifted poets. Charkviani’s social charismais contagious, his songs are
outrageously direct, while not losing artistic touch.

Shortly I would like to say: It issimply incredible.

Therest you can read it and | hope you will enjoy it asmuch as| did.

Welcome to the world of Irakli Charkviani.

Poems

Irakli G. Charkviani

The Svans’ Way
(A Toast)

For Sir Edward and Lady Camilla Cazalet

Crowdsin Gelati,

A central committee gangster

Smelling of french cologne and shish kebab
Smiles.

Historians know more
Than Churches do,
Searching for themselves,
Inruins,

In opened tins

Tourists leave

Beside Saints

Eternal Tins of faith

And love.



Dadiani —famous for his horns,

For atable

Napoleon loved, And something other
Nobody Knows,

Even the one —armed Lenin
Watching us.

One of the last

Tiny sculptures

Standing in Breughel yellow

With the Chinese eyes closed.

Hello, the red-checked Svan children
Y our chewing-gum paradise,

Isin our pockets,

Not in Ushba's pleated bosom.
Symbols of power

Snow-white as Tetnuldi,

Stalin carved in rock

Welcomes the Patients

From Just bellow the roof.

“Arslongal”

Tell it to those

Whose fathers were shot,

In the name of

Something more essential than “Vita'.
Something that is kept

In Ushguli,

| alocked museum,

In the eyes of a museum keeper
In the boiled cow’ s head,

Wich Tamerlane

Would have adored;

The head,

With agrin grimacing

At us, Asif we were nothing
But aDeJaVu.

Cults never die

Inside the genes

Inside the head on the banquet table.
Cult an incurable,

Beautiful disease.

And we say: Lah-1a,

Aswe want to sing,

Paying in packs of Marlboros
For a chance to meditate;
Lah-la means everything

The mounts and the sky,
Lah-laismusic,

That never dies
Lah-lafantacies



Sidewalk on dreams
Lah-lafor the dawes
Lah-lafor the kings,
Lah-lathe purity,
Boundless love,
Lah-lawe pray,
Lah-laisto the sun.

Lah-la swild speed

A symphony of fear,

Nervous smiles and the clicking of bighters.
Svan Kamikadze

Rushing to nowhere

Stops.

Here'sasmile

That cures,

Henrietta' s smile.

And once again,

The sewer gratings,

Nostrils of the town

Exhaling the taste

Of Turkish baths

And Chernobyl.

The town were

Tinned herrings alone

Are displayed in the shops
As masterpieces of hermitage
The consequence of
Brejhnev’slove of caviar,
And the fast cars

Hedid.

And do so others:

The Svan kamikaze,

The red — cheeked Svan children
When they learn,

The hosts

And the Invaders| love.

Boiled cow’s head

Ready for penetration,
Toastmasters knive has touched
The brains,

Glasnost for Glasnost

Art for Art’s sake.

Hurrah!

For the toppled monument,
Hurrah!

For the two pigeons

Who lived in its head,

For free,

But homeless couple.



Marvelous — said one of the guests
And the bus whisked them away.
We stayed in the night,

Wrapped in the CFC shirts
Speaking of the invaders

And wondering what lonesco
Would have said

About it al.

Time -2

Jet engine loneliness,
Strained,

Tense.

Inexpressible fear of contact
With things,

Lovers,

Vanished.

Thisisth end

Of romantic path,

Of rhyming words

Of glossing over

Of gazelle — eyed blues

Of vine —leaf eared maidens
And socialist romanticism,
Of sober women and boozy men
Vanished.

The rose has bloomed

Into nuclear mushroom
The matured Maughly
Stepped into

Concrete and stedl jungle
With a ParraBellum gun
In his hand

Bidding farewell

To the forest.

The time has come,

Time of true colors,
Timeto paint

Red things red,

Time mercyless, terrifying,
Like any other,

True,

Time.

For Yuri Gagarin



I’m here Mom.

Hey you, poets of the mundane,

My ex-wives,

Don'’t abandon me.

Isthe race over?

Why have you all turned into movie Characters?
And when was the other projector switched on,
In this hall?

Triumph of spirit over flesh,

Or isthe spring coming?

And snow’ s melting beyond the screen.

No longer can | feel your touch,

Y our sorrow and warmth,

| can only seeyou

Wrapped in the gasoline winds,

Wearing fumes,

No I'm not dead, Mom

Everyone swrong,

Tsaraisright.

I’m here, Mom

Gagarins son

Who never learned to fly,

Who's been hanging

Like a Chandelier

Staring down at the cofee cups

And the tobacco smoke.

| believed: in asmiling God

Clad in a space suit,

In black and white pornographic mystery

And Solzhenitsyn, locked up in the same drawer.
Then my God turned wine and burst

Asfor me, | learned to fly wingless,

Still hanging from the ceiling,

Like acrystal chandelier,

gaping at the coffee cups,

Fortune —telling

And the see of ashes.

It isthe triumph of the spirit over flesh

The spring has come

And snow is melting beyond the cinema screen.

Hamlet

Why doesit ring any more,

Is everything mechanics?
Diffusion of thirst into music,
Touch of inaccuraciesin Leonardo.
Elegiacity of the day

Sentimental stand of objects

Such as tombstones.

Don’'t worry,



My room is your room,

It's everybody’ s room.

Be patient,

And telephone will rise from the dead,
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern will call you,
If they aren’t dead yet.

Everythng’'s mechanics:

Things like missing someone,

Or the passage of tme

| communicate with my stomach,
Someone’ s ringing me from the inside
A gonouboo livesinside me,
Aninjured,

African love.

Let Them Live

| beg you, Mom

Don't kill cockroaches,

Let them live.

They love warmth of heating radiators
Maybe they love each other too.

They haveto live

Inside the gas-stove

We —on the earth,

So what?

Y ou can't tell one cockroach from another,
They’ ve got no names.

They enjoy warmth

And sweet apple jam

Aswe do.

They arn’t to blame

For not knowing

That they exist.

Do the planets know

We call them names?

Y et, they spin around aimlessly in space...
| beg you, Mom

Never kill cockroaches:

Let them live.

As a Crystal Bowl

A cheek of cafe stired son
Smells of his adulterous,
Worn out wife,

Who hates Mozart,

The husbands coat,
Atonality,

Apocalypse,



And she launched a paper boat
Torest at the sidewalk harbor
Overnight.

The coat, tha glasses,

An American Cigarette,
Broken in the memo-book,
Right beside a telephone number,
The hone number of afriend,
Who died.

All’'swell that ends not.

He opened his eyes.

What happiness

When you can breathe
Through your coat

When you are clear
Asacrystal bowl,

When whatever you are
Belongs to everyone

Y our wife can no longer hate you
How can one hate air?

So what remainsis:

Mozart,

The coat,

Atonality,

Apocalypse.

Woman is woman — says a postman,
The queen of turmoail,

Insane God,

Married to the whole mankind
Widowed

Fighitng the invisible,

A lipsticked Kiss,

In the Gardens of Gethsemane.

The cafe can no longer breethe
The fumes of those smiling couples,
All isfollowed by war:

Phallic,

Balistic,

Atomic envy,

Charged with dwarfish arrogance,
Lethal,

Aimed at a billion new-born,
Unsatiated,

Squeemish harakiry

TV commercia:

The wife believesin fat well-being,
The mighty of thisworld,

Sheis an expert on meals,

She quarells;



- Will you ever learn how o buy good meat?
- Never, replies the husband.

The paper boat sails along the sidewalk.

Editorial

Is There an Alternative to Power Politics?..

by Irakli Z. Kakabadze

We have many structural and cultural problemsin contemporary world. Many of those problems
are causing violent clashes and conflicts. Previous century has taught us that we shall not
underestimate different factors in the human relationship system. We definitely have to consider
different underlying causes of conflict, such asinequalities between classes, races, sexes. Basic
human needs for security, identity, human bonding, recognition are unsatisfied in many cases. At
the same time over 2 hillion inhabitants of contemporary world live in extreme poverty, while
the number of those who are benefiting from economic growth is very limited. But at the same
time, we shall not forget that the same 20th century brought innovative spirit and many very
promising discoveriesin natural and social sciences. In many different industrial and
postindustrial societies civic society has grown and brought relative prosperity to the middle
classes. The phenomenon of middle classis growing, slowly but still growing. That means that
contemporary capitalism has discovered in itself some creative elements too. Elements where
cooperation sometimes could be much more productive than competition. “Better for you, better
for me” instead of “1 will survive at your expense” in few casesis areality. But the problem
remains, unfortunately this kind of paradigm has not shifted to the large parts of the world
population. The creative potentia of free enterprise system has not reached billions and billions
of people, citizens of the world. That is why we are facing the imminent threat of terrorist attacks
and global conflicts. The world is not bipolar anymore. It has become increasingly multi-polar.
And it has become a much smaller place than it used to be. Expectations of people are growing,
the capabilities are staying same in many cases. Although it is highly arguable that contemporary
industrial society does not have a capacity to produce enough food and shelter to sustain alarge
parts of the world population. But the counter argument to that is that the corruption in the third
world is reaching unprecedented high points and there is nothing that international organizations
could do to radically improve the situation. “ Banana Republics’ make up the mgjority of the
world population and the point of most economic conservativesis that they need to deal with
their own problems on their own. Perhaps the truth lies somewhere in between those two
arguments. Neo-colonialism and Neo-Economic-imperialism coupled with corruption in the third
world oligarch systems is causing many structural problemsin today’ s world. But we believe
thereisaway out of this chaos—anon violent way. The way isto engage the world in
communitarian problem solving and to find creative ways of development so more and more
citizens of the world feel included in the building of contemporary international community. Not
just good old boys of Caucasian heritage, feudal oligarchs, small economic and political elites
from around the world, but more ordinary citizens of the world.

Since Georgia has reclaimed its formal independence in April of 1991, unfortunately for us,
Georgian Citizens, it has been either “Manana Republic” or a“Banana Republic”. The political
and especially economic power has been concentrated in the hands of few prosperous wesalthy
clans, that comprise no more than 1 percent of total Georgian population. Struggling middle
class has not reached even 20 percent yet. Majority of our population is struggling to survive. So



we are under athreat of conflict, but there alot of potential to prevent and solve conflicts here. It
isin creative minds of Georgian people, that include many different ethnic traditions and many
incredible creative talents, that are almost totally unnoticed. Only those who dedicate their
creativity to either the Political leadership or powerful specia interest groups get attention and
subsequently financial support. There is so much opportunity for economic development in
Georgia and in the entire Caucasus. The transparent process of economic development that
would involve private, non-governmental and public sectors should focus on concrete plans o
economically develop underdevel oped regions of the whole Southern Caucasus. That is certainly
possible. It is also possible to bring back the spirit of problem solving and constructive
engagement that is badly lacking in contemporary Georgian Society. Including more and people
and making them participants of community building and nation building is number one
challenge of our community today. Structural changes are necessary, but there is also achangein
our consciousness, that we need to advocate. As citizens of the world we need to understand that
unless we organize and participate in building the future for our communities, it will be
impossible to have a good country or a good society. Just and fair system comes as aresult of a
hard work. We have great examples of the 20th century given by Mahatma Gandhi, Martin
Luther King Jr., Vatslav Havel, Nelson Mandela and others, that have led to de-colonization and
transformation in badly wounded societies. Of coursg, it is quite a challenge to follow the steps
of those great practitioners of community building and nation building. At the sametime it great
to know that non-violent change is a possibility and shifting to higher level of consciousnessis
possible.

The new non-violent paradigm of structural change must include different components. It shall
not forget that basic human needs, biological or ontological, need to be satisfied. Thereis a great
chance to build a society that is based on synergy of wonderful ideas. That will unitein itself the
great ideas of freedom and socia responsibility at the same time. It is absolutely possible to have
thiskind of a society. There are also great examples of non violent struggles for peace and
justice, and that is the only way to follow. We need to empower not only those who are
disenfranchised and oppressed, but also those who feel the scarcity of power and resources so
badly, that they could not find resources of compassion within themselves. Those are also human
beings, sometimes even with good intents. It is just some wrong perceptions that drive them to
the extreme, that creates such a huge gap between rich and poor, that sometimes goes into the
war for the sake of property and power.

Georgiatogether with the international community isinvolved in fighting with international
terrorism. We do believe that terrorism shall not be tolerated in any case. At the time we believe
that demonisation of human beings, discrimination and other forms of oppression are extremely
counterproductive and do not lead to peace. Instead of peace, they can bring war. All humankind
needs to understand that violence, whether direct, structural or cultural leads to more violence
and it becomes a never ending cycle. Let’s hope that we can change our paradigm, from power
politics to egalitarian peace building community, from elitist exclusive states to truly democratic
societies, where we can overcome the boundaries of race, ethnicity, gender, class and religion.
Humanism needs be resurrected in 21st century. But it shall not repeat mistakes of the previous
centuries. We shall not be as dogmatic as our forebearers on the humanistic path and sometimes
we shall not be as ruthless as they were. Violence never succeeds. It just achieves very
temporary goals. On the contrary non-violent struggles have won. The idea of democracy,
human rights, civic society, education and empowerment is becoming prevalent idea throughout
the world. Problem solving is becoming a more useful tool for more and more people throughout
the world.



Georgia can certainly become a democratic nation and it can certainly be a host to creative
people from around the world. We shall work hard to meet this goal. It is an everyday labor
requiring a huge effort.
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