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GEORGE KHUTSISHSVILI WAS A HERO FOR ME

[ first met him in 2001 when [ made my first trip to Tbilisi, Georgia,
and I gave several lectures at his International Center on Conflict
and Negotiation, and was deeply impressed by the dedication of his
students.

I'm alawyer by education and training, and was a U.S. Diplomat for 40
years. | retired in 1987, became a law professor at George Washington
University in Washington D.C. teaching International Negotiations.
From 1988 to 1992, I was the first president of the lowa Peace Institute
located in Grinnell, lowa, home of Grinnell College.

In 1992, I returned to Washington, and co-founded my Institute
For Multi-Track Diplomacy as a not-for-profit, non-governmental
organization focusing on a Systems Approach to peace.

In 2005, I was invited to come to the first ever meeting of non-
governmental organizations around the world, held in the Great
General Assembly Hall of the United Nations in New York City. After I
sat down in my seat, someone tapped me on the shoulder in the row
behind me, and I turned around, and there was my old friend George
with several of his old friends and colleagues from Georgia attending
the same meeting. We got up and hugged each other, and expressed our
mutual delight in getting together again.

In late September and early October of 2013, my wife Christel
and I were invited to Tbilisi and spent some 10 days in Georgia. We
established our own NGO in Tbilisi during that visit.

[ will never forget the fact that George opened and moderated a
session with some 50 students in Tbilisi who would come together to
hear me speak about IMTD and our Systems Approach to peace. George
was a great moderator, and everybody in the room loved him for who
he was.
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George’s unexpected departure was a shock to his friends, and
students, across the world. There was nobody quite like George. In
my long experience in the field, I can truly say he was a unique human
being, and is already missed by the world.

John W. McDonald!, U.S. Ambassador, ret.
Chairman & CEO Institute for Multi-Track Diplomacy

March 2014

! Ambassador John W. McDonald is a Professor of law, diplomat, former internation-
al civil servant, development expert and peacebuilder, concerned about world social,
economic and ethnic problems. He spent twenty years of his diplomatic career in
Western Europe and the Middle East and worked for sixteen years on United Nations
economic and social affairs. He is currently Chairman and co-founder (1992) of the
Institute for Multi-Track Diplomacy, in Washington D.C., which focuses on national
and international ethnic conflicts, including the Millennium goals of clean drinking
water and sanitation. He also is UNEP’s North American Representative to the In-
ternational Environmental Governance Advisory Group. McDonald retired from the
U.S. Foreign Service in 1987, after a 40 year diplomatic career.
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3Mm(39bob gMm-gMmn Babsbo s dgdowagbgmo boboga. Lads-
3090m, bsdmbBgmmos Ladmdomsdm 360b(303900L 1bgbogbm-
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3Mbbmmo@szns dmabmnbs aobbbgseggdyma Mgmognal 3mo@-
BMEO3odg o ..

6> mdmab bgmb 3g3b5dgdabs s (3bnbgsmab Mgaombab
mbgdab bajosMmngzgmmbosb ssbmmgdsb?

o3baDdgmabe @s LadsRsdmmb 3MMbmgdgdl Lbgoabbgs LoM-
ool bobosmo s Mby sbabosmgdom. 8Jgwsb 3sdmdwnbamy,
03bsbgmab b 3ombob gosbyzg@o YRM™m gMdgmagawnsbo bGMs-
&9a0nmo 53m (35655, Lodohsdmmbmeb dgmomgdoom. 83839 MU,
mM03g dodsoymgdoo ,0b68gM396(300% gHnEMMYMmo ©s nb-
&gbboy@om Mbos gobznmomogl 080b gomzamalbnbgdoo, Gm3
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3mbBLOdFM A bogF(39d0 gObmM3Mmo@ 0o 3Mbgemadd ol dm-
BgbMoagdal 3oMggmo 3093909680 © Bobadommdsal dg4dbabs
sg3babgmal 3Mmdmgdnl gosbyszg@&ob 3Gmgbalb 0b@qbbogn-
(306900bmgob.

sgbobgmdn o ymgam bLsdbMgo mbgmda Jommggmgdabs
o bogomoggmmb donmgdmmdsl Lbgowsbbzs dm@nggdo ©o
30bgdgdo og3b. mM0gg mz00maedmzbogdym Mgbdmdemoa ol
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Yes, I am an Insider-Partial
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RESUME

The book ‘George Khutsishvili: How to Resolve Conflicts’ presents
a selection of newspaper interviews and analytical articles by Doctor of
Philosophy, Professor George Khutsishvili (1948-2013), Founding Director
of the International Center on Conflict and Negotiation (ICCN).

The selected work (1991-2013) is divided and published in two volumes:
Book I and Book II, materials of which were written during 1991-2005 and
2006-2013 years respectively. Both books include newspaper interviews and
analytical articles compiled chronologically reflecting ethnic, religious and
political conflict resolution and peacebuilding approaches of the author.

The two volumes comprise the original Georgian language material
including some unpublished commentaries from his personal archive.

George Khutsishvili’s original English and Russian language articles,
written in the same year span, are to be published in separate volumes for
the reader to acknowledge his work in full perspective.

The work offers its readers an interesting insight into the issue such as
scientist - state relations, both declaring a desire to settle conflicts. The author
offers peacebuilding concepts and nonviolent ways of conflict resolution as
a basic principle of democratic development of South Caucasus, Georgia
in particular.

The demonstrated notions of the work derive from the author’s peaceful
mindset and nonviolent way of life.

The following publication is intended for researchers in the field of peace

and conflict studies, as well as a broader spectrum of readers.

431



PROF. DR. GEORGE KHUTSISHVILI (1948-2013)

As a Professor and prominent Georgian conflict researcher, George Khut-
sishvili was one of the founders of the study of conflict in Georgia and the
Caucasian region. Originally contributing significantly to the problem of
infinity in the field of mathematics and philosophy, from the 1990s onwards
he dedicated his life to establishing the academic field of peace and con-
flict studies in Georgia. He was Philosophy Doctor from Ukraine Academy
of Sciences (1991) and from Tbilisi State University (1977), Founder and
since 1994 Director of the International Center on Conflict and Negotiation
(ICCN), Full Professor of University of Georgia (from 2006), Associate Pro-
fessor of Thilisi State University (1995-2006), Professor of Tbilisi Institute of
Foreign Languages (1979-1993), Visiting Research Fellow and Consultant in
Ethnic Conflicts at Stanford University (1993-1995). Initiated and organised
the first track-two post-war dialogue processes with Abkhaz (1995), Ossets
(1996) and Russians (2008); played a key role in mobilizing the civil society
against the religious and ethnic intolerance in Georgia in 2002 onwards.
Since 2003 was the Caucasus Regional Coordinator of the Global Partner-
ship for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC). Professor Khutsishvili
was one of the initiators and a founder of the Public Constitutional Com-
mission (PCC) (2009). Has visited and explored many conflict and tension
zones of the world; author and co-author of numerous books and articles.
George Khutsishvili published over 200 articles and edited and co-authored
numerous books. He remained involved in mediation in many different
conflict zones throughout the world. Was an acknowledged political analyst
and conflict mediator. Combined the qualification and experience of both
scholar and practitioner in the field.

In 2013, Professor George Khutsishvili sadly passed away at the age of 64. He
is fondly remembered by his many colleagues in the fields of peacebuilding,
mediation and conflict studies.
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